RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

are gone, I ask, Where are they? Where are
they gone? Here is Brother Taylor, my-
self and others, who form part of the early
organization of this quorum, who have
traveled with the Church for a great many
years; but Brother Joseph Smith and others
have been gone for a long time—gone into
the spirit world. While I reflect upon these
things I often ask, What are their views
toward us? How does the Lord look upon
us as a people? I consider the Lord and the
heavenly hosts are watching us. I know
they manifest great interest in our wel-
fare and in the course we pursue. I do not
want to miss salvation. I want to go where
Brother Joseph is. I want to go to my heav-
enly Father, and to his Son Jesus Christ,
and to the old prophets who lived in their
generations.

Let us try to live our religion. Let us
seek for the Holy Spirit, that it may dwell
in our bosoms day by day. Bless your
souls, we have all we want of this world’s
goods. Who ever saw a people so well off
as the people of Utah in these valleys of
the mountains? Who has given us these
things? Our heavenly Father. He has
blessed the land for our use. This dona-
tion that has been made, some may call
it a sacrifice; but Brother Taylor had a
desire to stretch out the hand of kind-
ness to the oppressed of the Latter-day
Saints. We want them to have the ben-
efit of this. We should therefore labor
with a will. No matter how long you
are a bishop, your work will be closed
in the flesh by and by. Where are many
of the bishops of this Church and
kingdom who held office thirty years
ago? Gone; and the bishops who are
here tonight, others will supply their
places by and by. We will all pass away
in our turn, and the faithful will come
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forth at the coming of the Son of Man,
which is but a little while.

I feel anxious that we may not forget
God; I feel anxious that we may not for-
get the position we occupy before him; for
I will say this concerning myself: if ever I
had any satisfaction or happiness, I have
had it in “Mormonism.” If there is any-
thing to me or about me, it has been giv-
en to me in “Mormonism.” If I have ever
received any blessings; if I have ever had
power to testify of the things of God, and
been the means of bringing any into the
Church and kingdom of God, it has been
by the power of God, or by that which
is termed “Mormonism,” the Gospel of
Christ. I know it is the power of God that
has accomplished these things. It has been
by the power of God that we have received
all we are in possession of—our riches, our
gifts, our wives and our children. How
many of you have had sealed upon your
heads kingdoms, powers and principalities
in the world to come? Who can compare
these blessings with gold and silver and the
things of this world? Or what is to be com-
pared with the gift of eternal life?

I pray God, our heavenly Father, to
bless you, to bless all those who bear the
holy priesthood; that the blessings of God
may be over you. I feel that we as a people
have got to rise up and clothe ourselves
with the power of God. There must be
a reformation, or a change, in our midst.
There is too much evil among us. The
devil has got too much power over us. A
good many that bear the name of Christ
and the holy priesthood, are getting cold
in the things of God. We must wake up;
we must trim our lamps, and be prepared
for the coming of the Son of Man. May
God bless you. May he guide and direct us
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