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up in heaven, being an angel of light,

an holy angel, prior to that time—who

stood up before the Father and the Son,

and made a proposition concerning the

new creation that was to be made. "Be-

hold," said he to the Father, "send me,

I will be thy son, and I will redeem all

mankind, that one soul shall not be lost,

and surely I will do it; wherefore give me

thine honor." This was the language, ac-

cording to this revelation which I have

just read, made use of by this angel who

stood in the presence of God. But the

Only Begotten of the Father, the First-

born of this great and numerous family

in heaven, said unto his Father: "Fa-

ther, thy will be done, and the glory be

thine forever." Then we have an account

that the Lord, because Satan thus trans-

gressed, and because he sought to de-

stroy the agency of man, and to redeem

all mankind, that not a soul should be

lost, was displeased with the proposition.

And why should he not be? An agency

was given to all intelligent beings; and

without a proper agency, intelligent be-

ings could not receive glory and honor,

and a reward and a fullness of happiness

in the celestial kingdom. There must be

an agency wherever intelligence exists,

and without agency no intelligent beings

could exist; and because Satan sought to

destroy this, and to frustrate the great

and eternal plan of Jehovah, the Lord

was displeased with him. He did not re-

pent of his rebellion, nor of the wicked

proposition; but he sought to turn away

the family of heaven—the family of spir-

its that were in the presence of God—he

sought to turn them away and convert

them to his plan. But he did not suc-

ceed. He did succeed in leading away

about one-third part of that great family

of spirits, because of their agency.

They hearkened to his proposition; they

thought it would be a very great and

important thing to destroy the agency

of man in the future creation that was

about to be made, and to redeem them

all in their sins, and consequently they

joined with this rebellious character;

hence came the fallen angels. What

became of them? They were thrust

down from the presence of God and the

Lamb after this creation was made, and

they were permitted to dwell in this

creation. Finally, one of those spirits

who kept their first estate was placed

in a body upon this creation, and like-

wise a woman; and Satan came be-

fore the woman in the Garden of Eden,

and tempted her. What was his ob-

ject in tempting this woman? He did

not succeed in overcoming her in the

first estate—I mean he did not succeed

in turning her away from God's com-

mands; but inasmuch as they were now

placed under different circumstances—

placed in bodies of flesh and bones—

placed in the Garden of Eden, he thought

that he would assault them with a new

temptation, to see if he could possibly

overcome them. He succeeded in over-

coming Eve, the woman that was given

to this first man, and prevailed upon

her to transgress the law of heaven,

to partake of the forbidden fruit, and

she succeeded in leading her husband

to transgress the same law. Now, here

arises a question. Did Adam partake of

this forbidden fruit, being deceived as

Eve was deceived? Or did he partake

of it knowingly and understandingly? I

will give you my views upon this sub-

ject. Adam very well knew that his wife

Eve, after she had partaken of the forbid-

den fruit, having transgressed the law of

God, must die. He knew this; he knew


