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riages administered without authority;

it is this. Many of you Latter-day Saints

when you embraced this Gospel in Great

Britain, in Scandinavia, in various parts

of the United States, and among the var-

ious nations—were men having families,

wives and children; you were married by

the laws of the respective nations among

whom you dwelt; you were married till

death should separate you; you were not

married for eternity. When you came up

here to this land you began to inquire

more fully into the nature of the mar-

riage covenant. You found that there

should be an eternal covenant, an eter-

nal union. The question then arises,

will your former marriage be sufficient?

Not at all. You would have no wife in

the morning of the resurrection, no chil-

dren that would be yours legally and

lawfully. Why? Because your marriage

was not legal, only legal so far as the

laws of the land were concerned, only le-

gal according to the traditions of men.

What should you do, then, in order that

you may be legally married, in order

that your marriage may stand the test

in the judgment day, in order that you

may have claim upon your families af-

ter the resurrection? You should have

the ceremony performed again. Every

couple that was married abroad, among

the nations, must be re-married, not

by man's authority, but by divine au-

thority. Your covenants should be eter-

nal, and sealed by divine authority, and

then you will have a claim upon each

other. But what about your children,

that were begotten while you were yet

among the nations? Can you claim

them in the morning of the resurrection?

No: you cannot, unless they are sealed

to you by proper authority—your sons

and your daughters must be sealed to

you, by one having authority from God;

otherwise you have no claim upon them.

Why? Because they were begotten un-

der a marriage with which the Lord had

nothing to do, only to suffer it; he suf-

fered it for a wise purpose, that the hu-

man species might not be destroyed, or

come to an end upon the earth; but as

for commanding them he had nothing

to do with that; consequently, not only

your husbands and wives have to be re-

married, by divine authority, but all of

your children, that were born to you, un-

der the old marriage, must be sealed to

you in order that you may claim them in

the morning of the resurrection.

But this opens up another field. I

am talking to some who have a second

wife. You lost your first wife, did you

not, and you re-married according to the

laws of the nations? What about these

two wives? One living and the other

dead; perhaps the dead one was just as

good as the living; perhaps the person

that died, before you gathered here to

these mountains, was morally as good

as any Latter-day Saint, lived up to all

the light and knowledge which she was

in possession of, yet she was not mar-

ried to you by divine authority—what of

her? Must she stand aside in the resur-

rection? And the second wife, because

she happens to live and to receive the

Gospel, and to gather up from among the

nations, into the mountains, where the

authority to administer these ordinances

is revealed—must she supplant the first

one that happened to fall into her grave

before she heard these things? Must

the first one remain without her family,

without her children, according to the

order that exists in the eternal world,

while the second one enjoys all these

things because she happened to live


