298

God, they are scripture, and they are the
mind of the Lord to the people." (Sec.
68.) Many have an idea that it is some-
thing very strange for men nowadays to
have revelation, and that nobody should
have revelation excepting Brother Tay-
lor. Here, my brethren and sisters, you
are upholding the quorum of the Twelve
twice a year in General Conference, be-
sides doing so at your quarterly con-
ference, as prophets, seers and revela-
tors, and you pray for them twice a day,
and perhaps oftener, and should it be
anything very strange if they should re-
ceive a revelation? How strange, indeed!
There are in this Church some six thou-
sand seventies, and four thousand high
priests, and four thousand elders, who
hold the Melchizedek priesthood, which
is after the order of the Son of God, be-
sides many thousands of priests holding
the Aaronic priesthood, and I would like
to ask, if it was wrong to desire rev-
elation? What business have we with
this priesthood, if we have not power to
receive revelation? What is the priest-
hood given for? If we do not have rev-
elation, it is because we do not live as
we should live, because we do not mag-
nify our priesthood as we ought to; if we
did we would not be without revelation,
none would be barren or unfruitful. We
have one man who holds the keys of the
kingdom of God upon the earth, and it is
his business to give the word of the Lord
for the guidance of the Church. But here
we have apostles and men of God, hold-
ing the holy priesthood, acting in behalf
of the Church in different parts of this
Territory, and also in different parts of
the earth; and we have men, say, act-
ing as Church agents in Europe, part of
whose business it is to charter ships for
the transit across the ocean of tens of
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thousands of the people of God; is it the
right of such men to have revelation from
the Lord to guide them in their opera-
tions? Yes, it is; and no man should un-
dertake to act in positions affecting the
interests of Zion, unless he lives so as to
be guided and directed by revelations of
God. And every man who presides over
a temple should live day by day in the
revelations of Jesus Christ. And every
seventy, and every high priest, and every
man bearing the holy priesthood should
live in that way to get revelation to guide
and direct him in his labors. This idea
that no man has any right to call upon
God and receive revelation is wrong, and
it has been wrong wherever it has ex-
isted in any age of the world. As was said
of old, when a complaint was made con-
cerning certain of the elders prophesying
in the Camp of Israel, so say I: "I would
to God that all were prophets;" because
the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of
Jesus.

With regard to prophesying, I wish to
say, that we have a great many times the
revelations of God given unto us through
his spirit, when we do not comprehend
what revelation is. How many of you
have had the still small voice of the
spirit whisper things to you, and when
you have followed the dictations of that
spirit it has become in you a principle
of revelation. I would not be here to-
day if I had not listened to the whisper-
ings of that still small voice which has
guided me in my journeyings; I never
could have passed through the danger-
ous scenes and incidents of my life had
I not followed the whisperings of the
spirit of the Lord to me. And with re-
gard to our preaching I will say, that as
apostles of God and as men appointed to
lead and guide Israel, we have a great



