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It is with peculiar feelings that I arise

to address this congregation who are as-

sembled this afternoon. An event in re-

gard to myself has this day happened

that generally only happens once in the

course of a man's life. Fifty years ago to-

day I was baptized into the Church of Je-

sus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Hence, it

might be said that it is in reality a year of

jubilee, so far as I am concerned—Imean

that the past year, which is the fiftieth

year of my membership in the Church,

closing with today, has been, indeed and

in truth, a year of jubilee.

There is another thing, connected

with these fifty years in the Church,

that is also pleasing to your humble

servant. Sixty-nine years ago today I

was born into this world, making this

day a double birthday to myself. How

very thankful I ought to be for this

great privilege which has been bestowed

upon me. The hearing of the fulness

of the everlasting Gospel, yielding obe-

dience to the same, and entering into

the Church and kingdom of God, in

my early youth, certainly is a blessing

that is worthy of all thanks and praise to

my Father who is in heaven, who granted

this privilege to me in my youth. There

were many scores of millions—yes, hun-

dreds of millions of the inhabitants of our

globe that did not enjoy this privilege.

It seems that the Lord our God, some

fifty years ago and a little upwards, saw

proper to organize his kingdom, to es-

tablish it on the earth by the ministra-

tion of holy angels, and by the revela-

tions of his Spirit, and by sending down

authority from the heavens to minister

here on the earth, and by bringing forth

that great and precious record, the Book

of Mormon, and causing the same to be

printed for the benefit of all mankind.

How great a privilege conferred on me,

to come to the understanding of the

contents of that book when I was but

nineteen years of age! How great a

privilege to live in a day and age of

the world when God has again revealed

himself to the children of men! There


