
ity, during the fourteen centuries that 
have rolled over the heads of the people, 
until the Lord sent his angel, upwards of 
fifty years ago, and restored the author-
ity. There are various reasons that can be 
advanced to prove that the earth has been 
destitute of any such authority. One reason 
is, that among the three or four hundred 
millions of Christendom, or those who 
profess to be the followers of Christ, we 
find one universal belief among them, and 
they have acted upon that belief, namely: 
that God gives no new revelation to the 
inhabitants of the earth during their day. 
That is enough for me; it is all the evidence 
that I would want, although there is an 
abundance of other evidence; but that is 
sufficient for me to know that God never 
sent them. “But,” inquires one, “may not 
a person be sent of the Lord, be divinely 
commissioned, and yet no revelation be 
given in his day?” I answer, impossible, 
impossible! “But,” you may still further 
inquire, “may not others who received 
divine revelation in ancient times, have 
communicated that authority to their 
contemporaries who outlived them? And 
may not those contemporaries, thus re-
ceiving divine authority, have conferred it 
upon others still younger, and they upon 
others? And thus, may not the authority 
have been handed down by a regular suc-
cession of ordination, from the days of 
the apostles to our own period of time?” 
I will say that would be possible, just the 
same as the Church of God, in the first 
century of the Christian era, delivered 
the authority to preach and administer 
ordinances from one to another, among  
the various nations of the earth; it was 
continued along during the whole of  
that century—just as easily it could have 
continued, the second century, and the

third, and each succeeding century down 
to our own time.

Here, then, arises another question—
may not the authority have thus been 
transferred? I answer—where has there 
been an unbroken succession of that same 
authority that was administered in the first 
century? I will tell you where the succes-
sion was broken. In the very period that 
new revelation ceased to be given to the 
human family, no further succession could 
be continued. It would be impossible for 
any person to be ordained with divine au-
thority, for instance, to the apostleship, 
unless there was some person that had 
authority, and had really obtained divine 
intelligence, by new revelation, from the 
heavens, that such authority should be  
conferred upon some other person. When 
did divine revelation cease? Where shall 
we go for testimony upon this subject? So 
far as the inhabitants of the eastern por-
tions of our globe were concerned, divine 
authority ceased about the close of the 
first century of the Christian era. Why did 
it cease? Because we have no account of 
any new revelation having been given after 
the close of that century; and when new 
revelation ceased, divine callings ceased; 
divine authority ceased; persons ceased 
to confer that authority in succession;  
because, for this obvious reason, they, 
without new revelation, did not know  
whom to call; they did not know who 
should be authorized to receive the apos-
tleship, or any other calling. Every person, 
during the first century of the Christian 
era, who was ordained with authority and 
power to administer in the ordinances of 
the Gospel, was ordained by the spirit of 
prophecy and revelation. Timothy was a 
young man, compared with many of the 
apostles. He only received the calling, be-
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