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the sun at noonday; two personages

clothed with a pillar of light round about

them, descended, stood before this lad,

and revealed themselves to him. He

saw their countenances; he saw the glory

of their personages; he heard the glori-

ous words that proceeded from the Fa-

ther, as he pointed to his Son and said,

to Joseph, "This is My Beloved Son in

whom I am well pleased." This was a

new revelation; something different from

what had been made manifest for a great

many centuries, according to the decla-

rations of the articles and creeds of men.

How often I have read the declaration

of King James' translator of the Bible,

wherein King James is represented as

the head of the church, and wherein the

Bible, as translated by those that were

chosen and appointed for that purpose,

was intended for the light and bene-

fit of the children of men; and for fear

that mankind would cavil on the sub-

ject these uninspired men, the transla-

tors, in connection with those who were

in their council, concluded to tell the

people that this was the whole canon

of scripture; in other words, we have

translated sixty-six books, and they are

compiled, or about to be compiled and

printed for the benefit of mankind; and

these sixty-six books of the Old and New

Testament are the only books that Chris-

tians should receive, the only revelation

that they should have to guide them in

all their future lives. The people were

just simple enough to believe what they

said—just simple enough to take it for

granted, because learned men, that were

not inspired of God, had made this un-

qualified, unproved declaration. Now,

"we, the Church of England, must get

up, besides these 66 books, some 'Arti-

cles of Faith'—some thirty-nine Articles

we will invent. We have got no pro-

phets among us to write these Articles—

no inspired revelator sent from God; and

therefore, we will originate out of our

own hearts something that will prevent

the people from receiving any new reve-

lation. We will cunningly tell them that

these 66 books, called the Bible, contain

all the revelation that God ever gave to

man." What further have you to say in

your thirty-nine articles? "We say that

every person that does not limit and con-

fine his faith to the sixty-six books of the

Old and New Testament, or if he under-

takes to receive any other revelation, he

is to be expelled from our church. That

is what is said—not directly, but indi-

rectly. In other words, every person who

pretends to be a prophet, he is not to

be a person considered worthy of belong-

ing to our church." Has any other church

but the Church of England adopted these

false, soul-destroying delusions? Yes, a

great many others. They have invented

articles—not exactly thirty-nine, but ar-

ticles of faith, creeds they are called in

some instances, and disciplines in oth-

ers, and so on. What are the objects

of these? They are not revelation; God

had nothing to do with giving them, men

wrote them out of their own uninspired

hearts, but they were all very careful

to take up the ideas inculcated in the

days of King James, namely, that the

sixty-six books of the Old and New Tes-

tament were to be their rule of faith,

and be their guide and nothing else was

to be received as inspired. Oh, how

blind! If they did but know it these very

declarations in these articles and creeds

would cut them off from all authority.

But they were just simple enough to re-

ceive such a false doctrine; just simple

enough to accept their want of author-

ity before God; and thus by their own


