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was far better to postpone the sending

of the angel, until he should prepare,

among the political governments of the

earth, a nation where the church could

exist, and have a little degree of safety.

And even our nation, the best nation

on the earth, having the wisest laws,

laws that are calculated, if put into ex-

ecution, to protect all religious denomi-

nations, laws founded upon justice and

principles of equity—even in our nation,

it has been just as much as the Lord

could do, without destroying the agency

of man to get his Church once more es-

tablished on the earth. See what perse-

cution has attended it! See what hatred!

See the Saints fleeing before infuriated

mobs; men, women and children, mur-

dered; prophets, patriarchs, apostles and

revelators martyred. The Saints could

scarcely find a resting place for the soles

of their feet, after all the preparation

that was made by the establishment of a

great and free government. No wonder,

then, that the Lord did not begin it two

or three centuries ago; no wonder that he

did not begin it in the days whenCatholi-

cism and the Greek church had univer-

sal sway over the eastern continent. The

Church of the living God, if it had been

established then, would have been im-

mediately rooted out from the earth; and

great would have been the condemna-

tion resting upon the nations if such had

been the case. But now it lives. Cir-

cumstances have changed, and though

the saints have been driven from their

homes, and from their farms, though

they have been persecuted, and the lives

of many of the Saints destroyed, and

their prophets put to death, yet, notwith-

standing all this the Lord has preserved

his Church, until the present time; Fifty

years have rolled away, and upwards

since the Lord commenced this great

work.

Now, then, a few words on the fu-

ture. Years are to come, as Brother

Angus Cannon said to me while sitting

upon the seat this morning. He came

to me, and I mentioned to him that this

last year was my fiftieth in the Church—

in other words—that I had been in the

Church fifty years. A peculiar kind of

answer was made by Brother Cannon.

Said he, "Brother Pratt, I hope you may

have millions of days or anniversaries

of your birthday." I thanked him very

much. Well, now, let me begin to speak

upon this subject. God has promised

eternal life to his children. "That whoso-

ever believeth in him should not perish,

but have eternal life." Now, I can see a

consistency in the goodwishes of Brother

Cannon, upon this subject. I hope for

eternal life, I have had this hope for the

last fifty years. If I obey the command-

ments of heaven, if I receive his sayings,

and abide in his word, I hope never to

die, as it is promised in the New Testa-

ment. But, says one, did not Jesus die?

And he kept all of his Father's sayings.

Did not the apostles die? And they kept

the Father's words. And were not all

the ancient Saints subject to death? And

they kept the sayings of the Lord. Yes,

they suffered what is termed the death

of the body. There is, however, quite a

difference between the death of the out-

ward tabernacle, and the death of the

spirit. In other words, the spirit that God

has placed within the tabernacle will live

forever, and those who have the oppor-

tunity of dwelling in the next world, in

light, in glory and in a fullness of hap-

piness, get what is termed eternal life;

there is no end to it. Consequently it can-

not be expressed fully in the language of


