
the gifts of God unto man on conditions, 
and some of them without conditions. The 
atonement came without any condition on 
the part of man. It was without repentance, 
without faith on the part of man. The 
atonement was something given through 
the pure love of God to fallen man, with-
out any acts of good works on the part of 
man. There are some of the blessings, then, 
that God has ordained for the fallen inhab-
itants of our globe which come indepen-
dent of our works, and this is one of which 
I have been speaking. Would there have 
been any light or intelligence, or goodness 
or happiness, to be partaken of by fallen 
man, if it had not been for the atonement? 
None at all; there could have been no righ-
teousness. But then, all the other gifts that 
we receive are through works, and by faith 
and works combined, and it is because of 
the distinction between these two separate 
gifts that many of the inhabitants of the 
earth have erred. Some of them profess to 
believe that they can obtain all the gifts of 
God without works, because of some of the 
sayings of the ancient apostles; while others 
consider that work must be combined with 
faith. Now both of these ideas are true 
when taken in their true light. Eternal life 
is among all those gifts that are promised 
of God; such as the gift of repentance, bap-
tism, laying on of hands, etc. All these are 
not to be compared with the greatness of 
the gift called eternal life. I hope that all 
the Latter-day Saints under the sound of 
my voice may attain to this, the greatest of 
all the gifts of God.

Now, I wish, before taking my seat to 
bear my testimony before the people here as-
sembled. I do know by the power of God, by 
the shedding forth of the Holy Ghost upon

my heart, by the revelations of the Spirit, 
by the many manifestations of the good-
ness of God to me, I do know that God 
has sent his angel from heaven. I do know 
that he has raised up the great latter-day 
kingdom predicted by Daniel. I do know 
that he has called apostles and proph-
ets; that he has sent forth his servants di-
vinely commissioned, with power from 
on high, to declare to the nations of the 
earth the great and last message of mercy 
unto the inhabitants thereof, to prepare all 
those that are willing to be prepared, for 
the great day when the heavens shall be 
opened, and all the heavenly hosts shall 
descend with power and with great glory, 
to reign here on the earth. I do know that 
God by his power has gathered together 
his people from the various nations of the 
earth, and established them here in these 
mountains for a little season, for an espe-
cial purpose. And what is that purpose? To 
prepare you while dwelling here in these 
mountains, territories and regions, that 
you may receive the blessings ordained for 
you in a future time, which time is not far 
distant. I do know that this people will re-
turn and will possess the land that God has 
promised to them, even in Missouri, and in 
Kansas, and in the regions round about. I 
do know that God will build up in Jackson 
County, Missouri, a great, and wonderful, 
and beautiful city, that shall be called “the 
perfection of beauty,” the New Jerusalem. I 
do know that God will light up the habita-
tions of that city by his power, by his glory, 
by a cloud in the day time, and by a pillar 
of fire in the night. I do know that when 
the people shall gather together in their re-
ligious assemblies, as you are here gathered 
this afternoon, that God will light up your 
assemblies, by his divine power even in
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