
the night time, making your habitations, 
where you meet, glorious in the extreme. I 
do know that God will fulfil all that which 
he has spoken, by the mouths of his holy 
prophets, since the world began, pertain-
ing to this last dispensation of the fulness 
of times, which will come to pass in their 
times, and in their seasons, and that this 
dispensation will be far more glorious, 
than all the other dispensations combined 
together, before everything shall be com-
pleted, for the bursting heavens to reveal 
the Son of God, and all those that are with 
him. These things, and scores of other 
things that I might name, I know will be 
fulfilled in their times and in their seasons, 
and that all who are faithful will be made 
partakers of these blessings. Amen.

Remarks By 
Elder Wilford Woodruff

It is not my purpose at all to detain 
this congregation, but before dismissing I 
feel that I would like to say a few words. 
We are not in the habit of flattering any 
man, but I want to say a few words con-
cerning Brother Pratt. If there is any 
man dead or alive who has dwelt longer 
in this church and kingdom than he has 
I do not know him. If there is any man 
that has traveled more miles in preach-
ing the Gospel of Christ, in bearing tes-
timony of the kingdom of God on the 
earth, I do not know who he is. When 
Brother Pratt embraced this Gospel he 
was a boy—in one sense of the word, il-
literate and unlearned, the same as Joseph 
Smith and the most of us. Whatever 
knowledge Brother Pratt has obtained, ei-
ther of the learning of the world or of the 
kingdom of God, he has obtained it by 
diligence and labor since he embraced this

Gospel. I have been associated with 
Brother Pratt myself for 47 years. I have 
traveled with him by sea and by land, in 
foreign countries and at home, and I never 
saw a man in my life that I know of that 
has spent as few moments idly as he has. I 
have never seen a storm at sea so heavy—
even when shipping seas over the bow, 
side and stern but what he would read his 
book. Whenever the breakers became too 
heavy he would simply shut up the book 
until they were over. If there is a man on 
this continent who is more at home in the 
starry heavens, in the astronomical world 
than Brother Pratt I do not know who he 
is. If there is a man more deeply versed in 
mathematics than Brother Pratt, I do not 
know who he is. There may be many men 
equal to him in these things, but if there 
are, I do not know them. How has he ob-
tained his knowledge? He has obtained it 
since he embraced this work. He has im-
proved his time. Brother Pratt is the only 
living man today that was in the first quo-
rum of the Twelve in its first organization, 
and I am pleased to listen to his testimo-
ny of the Gospel of Christ; for I want to 
say to Brother Pratt and to all other men 
we all have to acknowledge this; Joseph 
Smith, Brigham Young, the Apostles, and 
all men in this Church and kingdom, if 
there is anything to us, if there is anything 
about us, if we have any knowledge, or any 
power, or any influence, we have to give 
God the honor of it. It is not of ourselves. 
Joseph Smith always acknowledged this, as 
have all men in this Church and Kingdom. 
We have been called from the plow, from 
the plane, from the hammer—ignorant, il-
literate boys, and thrust into the vineyard; 
and all the power we have, or ever had, in
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