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Gospel, to gather the people, to build

up Zion, to build temples, to redeem

the living and the dead, and to carry

on the great work which is laid upon

our shoulders; and may God enable us to

accomplish these things for Jesus' sake.

Amen.
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There are many times when I feel a

great desire to speak to the people be-

cause I have things in my heart that I

would like to say. I cannot say at the

present time however, that I have any

great desire to speak, still I will bear my

testimony and express a few thoughts in

my reflections that are upon me today.

I am happy and greatly pleased in

what I have witnessed, and I feel that

the heavens are pleased with our pro-

ceedings this day. I feel that they are

right. The kingdom of God is onward; it

is not backward. It is wisdom that we

perform what we have done today.

The act of organizing the council

of the first presidency of the church and

kingdom of God, I have regarded as a

most solemn scene, to See this mighty

host of priesthood who are assembled in

this house vote in such unanimity, and

to see this vast congregation rise in a

body with uplifted hands to heaven, it is

like the rushing of many waters—there

is power in it; there is power with this

people; there is power with the priest-

hood and in the ordinances of the house

of God. And what we have done today

will have its effect, it will have its effect

in the heavens and on the earth. The re-

sponsibility that we bear as elders of Is-

rael, before the heavens and before the


