
books were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and 
the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according 
to their works.

“And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their 
works.

“And death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

In the 21st chapter, commencing with 
the 1st verse, we read these words:

“And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no 
more sea.

“And I John saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.

“And I heard a great voice out of heav-
en saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, and God him-
self shall be with them, and be their God.

“And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the for-
mer things are passed away.

“And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. And he said 
unto me, Write: for these words are true 
and faithful.

“And he said unto me, It is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end. I will give unto him that is athirst of 
the fountain of the water of life freely.

“He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, and he shall 
be my son.”

It is a great and important undertak-
ing to rise up before a congregation of the 
children of men, and endeavor to declare 
the words of eternal life to them. No man 
living can do this acceptably in the sight 
of God, unless God is with him, by the 
power of his spirit and by the inspiration 
thereof. I often feel my own weakness and 
imperfection as a man, when endeavoring 
to do a work of this nature. I oftentimes 
feel to ask myself the question—what am 
I, and how can I perform the work which 
the Lord requires at my hand, unless he 
assists me? Sometimes I almost feel to 
shrink; but then I know, from past experi-
ence, that God has assisted me, and I have 
every reason to believe that he will con-
tinue so to do, inasmuch as I am humble 
and exercise faith in him, and strive to do 
his will.

These words written in the 20th and 
21st chapters of the Revelation given to 
St. John on the Isle of Patmos, occurred 
to my mind, a few moments before I rose 
to my feet; for it is the practice of most of 
the elders of this church to take no thought 
beforehand what they shall say, and it is 
very seldom that the officers of the church 
endeavor to plan out in their own minds 
any particular form of discourse, but, 
sometimes the spirit of the Lord may sug-
gest certain passages of scripture, and then 
that same spirit may dictate and direct, in 
regard to the form of words that shall be 
used in delineating the ideas contained in 
those texts.

We are told in the words which I  
have read, that there is a period of  
time yet in the future, wherein this  
earth upon which we stand, where
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