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and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” We will be there if we are
righteous enough, if we keep the com-
mandments of God. If we will endure to
the end, we will have an inheritance in
this world when it is resurrected and made
anew. Moreover, it says there will be no
more death. What! A world without death?
A world thickly populated as this creation
will be? What a joyful creation! The tree
of life will be on the earth in the midst of
that city that will descend on the earth, and
whoever eats of the fruit of that tree will
live forever, just the same as the tree of life
was placed upon the earth before Adam
transgressed. Anyone eating of the fruit of
that tree could not die, for the decree of the
Lord had gone forth, and his word must be
fulfilled.

There are some few things to which I
wish now especially to call your attention,
in relation to this new earth of which I am
speaking. I said that the saints would re-
ceive an inheritance upon it. I would ask
you, my brethren, upon what principle
they receive an inheritance upon the new
earth? It is by securing it through a prom-
ise here in this life. If you can secure 40, or
80, or 160, or 640 acres of land by prom-
ise here in this life—I do not mean the
promise of mortal men, I would not give
much for their promise concerning any
blessing after death comes; but if you can
get a promise from him who has a right to
promise (for the earth is the Lord’s and the
fulness thereof), that you shall inherit the
earth for an everlasting possession, then it
will be given to you. But, says one, sup-
posing I do not get any promise? I do not
know, then, that you will have a claim on

JOD Vol 21-LIVE.indd 328

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

a solitary foot of it. Abraham got the
promise, not after he was dead, but here
in this life. The Lord, because of his faith,
made him a promise, and told him to go
out from his own country to a land he
had never seen; and after getting there,
the Lord said unto him, “Now, Abraham,
walk through this land in the length and
breadth of it; to thee will I give it, and
to thy seed.” For how long? For an ev-
erlasting possession. Abraham did not
care about having a deed for time only,
did not care about getting a few acres just
merely for a little while, and then have
it taken from him, and he have no claim
upon it afterwards. Did Abraham inherit
it on this earth? Did his seed, Isaac, or
his grandson, Jacob, to whom the prom-
ises were confirmed and renewed—did
they get any of it while they lived? No.
The prophet Stephen, who was mur-
dered for the Christian religion, has re-
corded in the New Testament, speaking
of this promise made to Abraham, that
the Lord “gave him none inheritance in
it, no, not so much as to set his foot on.”
What! Stephen, are you not mistaken?
You lived several thousand years after
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were in their
graves—do you mean to say that the Lord
did not even give them as much as a foot?
What did he do for them, Stephen? He
made them a promise that they should
have it, and their seed after them; for an
everlasting inheritance. Oh, then, they
are still to have it, are they, for an ev-
erlasting inheritance, by virtue of the
promise made in this mortal state
who are Abraham’s seed? All that
do the works of Abraham—all that
are baptized into Christ. They are
Abraham’s seed according to the prom-
ise. What promise? The promise that
he and his seed should have the land
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