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known, are strong advocates of mar-

riage. They believe that every man and

every woman should enter into that rela-

tionship. They believe in the divinity of

that first command, that the human race

were destined to multiply and replenish

the earth. Consequently, wherever any

large assembly of the Latter-day Saints

are brought together, there you will find

a very large proportion of those who

are young in years. The theories which

are held by some philosophers, by some

men and women who enter the marriage

state, find no place among the Latter-

day Saints. The universal faith among

them is that children are "an heritage

from the Lord;" that "happy is the man

who hath his quiver full of them," in

contradistinction to an increasing ten-

dency elsewhere, to believe that there

should be a limit to the number of chil-

dren which a man should possess, and

that wheresoever they may be consid-

ered undesirable, from the claims of so-

ciety, from the disposition to follow the

fashions of the age, from a feeling that

self-gratification is the highest destiny of

the human family, that there the fam-

ily increase should be curtailed. Among

the Latter-day Saints those ideas have

not obtained a foothold. Although they

have come from the outside world, gath-

ered from the nations of the earth and

measurably partaken of the influences

which prevail there, yet they have not

so far done violence to the instincts

which God has planted within them as

to practice the theories of the parties

to whom I have alluded. And in all

our assemblies, as I have said before,

in this tabernacle as an illustration, in

our ward meetings and in all our set-

tlements and colonies, there is substan-

tial testimony to be found of the fact that

in this obedience to the law of primitive

times, to the law of the constitution of

human nature, and to the law as re-

vealed to us in this "dispensation of the

fullness of times," the Latter-day Saints

have paid marked and decided attention.

This increase of population brings

with it many thoughts; it is the father

or parent of much reflection to those who

grasp the situation. I recollect many a

time in my travels east, when gentlemen

in the great cities of this country made

reflections in regard to our emigration

from the different portions of the earth,

I have said: "Yes, we have quite an emi-

gration; the gathering is a fixed fact, fun-

damental in the economy of this Gospel."

But outside of this gathering there is an-

other one, which fails to arrest the atten-

tion of the world because it comes in a

less ostentatious manner, and that is the

wonderful home increase of that people

dwelling in the mountains. And when-

ever tourists visit here, if they travel out-

side the limits of this city, if they visit our

settlements in the length and breadth

thereof, they cannot fail to be struck with

the rapid multiplication of those who

have thus gathered from the nations of

the earth. When we inform the world

that in a population of 150,000 souls

there can be found in the neighborhood

of 50,000 in attendance upon our schools;

when we realize the immense number

under the age of maturity, it would re-

quire a mathematician to tell what will

speedily be the increase if the present

policy is pursued. In a few generations to

come, if this characteristic continues to

manifest itself proportionately, there will

be a continual necessity for spreading

forth, Utah will become too small for her

spreading population, and in all the ad-

jacent Territories and States, those who


