THE INCREASE AND FUTURE OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

these conditions, but a man and woman
have the privilege of living together, the
man with the wife of his youth; they see
their posterity grow up in thrift and peace,
and when “the weary wheels of life stand
still,” they lay themselves down in hope of
a glorious resurrection unto eternal life!
There is also another feature which is
worthy of remark in this territory. Can
it not be safely said that the mortality of
the people thus gathered together bears a
marked contrast to that which exists else-
where? Can it not be said that the influ-
ence of industry, of peace, and of good or-
der, has had a good effect upon the masses
in many directions. The mental pressure
which excites elsewhere sends tens of thou-
sands to suicide or drives them into houses
built for those suffering from insanity, does
not exist in the midst of the Latter-day
Saints. Mentally, the people of this territo-
ry are pretty evenly balanced; one of the re-
sults of their faith in God, is that it enables
them to contend manfully and patiently
with difficulties instead of yielding to the
circumstances thrust upon them, and thus
they become valiant in the battle of life;
they are not afraid of obstacles, or danger,
or duties which may surround them; they
believe that it is best to work, to fight and
overcome, instead of cowardly taking into
their hands the opportunity of depriving
themselves of living upon the earth and
filling a suicide’s grave. The faith of the
Gospel teaches them that life is a school,
that it is an honor and works out future
glory to submit to its discipline, to over-
come its difficulties, to solve its problems
and to fill its purposes, so that all the at-
tributes of their manhood may be cultured

and developed. This springs from the
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fundamental idea which the people of this
territory have received and which they
have accepted in their faith, and whatever
social, commercial, political, or other class
of difficulties may arise, and even though
surrounded by the fire of persecution, they
will still exercise this faith in God, and
believe that from all apparent evil he will
bring forth good. Does not the mental
balance which this people exhibit, this ab-
sence of that tendency toward suicide and
lunacy—which exists in all the nations of
the earth by virtue of the pressure which
society brings to bear upon the character-
istics of men—does not the fact that this
pressure is unknown among the people of
Utah (or at least if not unknown, nearly
so), stand as an evidence of the better char-
acter of the institutions under which they
live? On the other hand they are giving to
their posterity all that the world calls edu-
cation. Not that they consider it the pri-
mary object and end of life, but they do
consider it useful to their children in en-
abling them to fulfil some of the responsi-
bilities of manhood, to attend to the busi-
ness duties and affairs of life, and for this
they are building schoolhouses, for this
they employ teachers and erect academies,
and in this way they have spent in poverty
as much, comparatively speaking, as will
bear a pleasant contrast with any part of
this country, of which they are a part. And
while they have endeavored to carry out
this joint style of education—that is, the
cultivation of the highest attributes, which
consist of faith in God, faith that we can
commune with him, faith in the Scriptures
handed down to us by the ancient servants
of God, faith that by the introduction of
the Gospel and the practice of its princi-
ples will be laid the foundation of a higher
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