
civilization, calculated in its nature to su-
persede all other forms with which man 
may have been acquainted in the ages that 
are past—yet for all this, politically they do 
not feel obliged to be either democrats or 
republicans, whigs or nationalists, but rath-
er feel to cultivate all the qualities of pa-
triotism and citizenship, developing these 
to the highest possible perfection. But even 
in connection with a system which aims 
at these results, a system which has set 
before its believers so elevated a platform, 
there will occasionally in individuals be 
comparative failure. But wherever men are 
possessed of this faith, it is simply a ques-
tion of time as to its ultimate success, and 
the day is not far distant when those who 
hold this faith will not be confined to Utah 
and the adjacent territory, they will not be 
held in bondage and vassalage, and have 
appointed over them men in whose elec-
tion they have no voice, but they will stand 
qualified with all that of excellence they 
desire, and have the privilege of being free 
and full American citizens.

I said awhile ago that there had been 
a good deal of talking and a good deal of 
writing in regard to a bugbear called the 
union of Church and State. But it is folly 
to talk or write against a thing which God 
has incorporated into the very fabric of 
man’s being; and it would be a good deal 
better now for the nation in which we 
live if the ranks of political parties were 
less divided, were more imbued with a 
sense of honor, virtue, purity, and the 
spirit of brotherhood. This would remove 
from them a great many of the evils with 
which they are afflicted: it would help to 
strengthen their efforts for the good of  
the nation—in every way—if they, in the  
spirit of the Christian faith, went forth to

receive the suffrages of their fellow men, 
and then take with them into the halls 
of Congress the same spirit, there to la-
bor with just conceptions of justice and 
brotherhood, realizing that “God hath 
made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth.” If our political parties were ani-
mated by this spirit, would not the name 
of America stand higher than has ever yet 
been dreamed of by those who entered her 
counsels or sat to administer her affairs. I 
am an advocate for the system which has 
been established in Utah Territory, be-
cause I have studied it, I have seen its in-
fluences, I have marked its power over the 
lives of those who have been obedient and 
subservient to it, and I know myself that it 
is calculated to develop the best features of 
our humanity, to unite the human family 
together, to bring heaven to earth, to 
bring men into communion with the an-
gels, and to hasten the day when not only 
the angels, but Jesus shall come to the 
earth and reign, and when the thousands 
of those who have been prepared under 
the influence and institutions of Zion shall 
have the privilege of associating with “the 
church of the firstborn, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect.” This I know to be 
the power and spirit, the end and aim, the 
final triumph of the Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, and I feel proud 
that thousands in Utah have consecrated 
all that they possess to the establishment 
of this divine system which you can read 
of in the history of the past, and which has 
again been revealed in our day through 
the ministration of angels to the Prophet 
Joseph, on the eastern shores of the  
continent of North America. I know also 
that in the progress of this work it will  
not only take hold of the poor and meek
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