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who love the appearing of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. Were it not for this

hope, were it not for this spirit, were it

not for this intelligence that has been

communicated unto us by the light of

revelation and by the manifestation of

the Spirit of God, through the revela-

tions of God to man in these the last

days, by the opening of the heavens, by

the administration of holy angels, and

by the revelations of the will of God

to man; were it not for this we should

not have been here today, this congre-

gation would not have been assembled

here as they are; the Latter-day Saints

would not have been in this territory;

nor would they have been anywhere else;

for it is because God has seen fit in the

fullness of times, according to the tes-

timony given by the holy prophets, who

have prophesied since the world was, ac-

cording to the designs and eternal pur-

poses of God pertaining to the inhabi-

tants of the earth—those who now live,

those who have lived and those who will

live; were it not for the purposes of God

pertaining to these things, and the com-

munications of his will to us, we could

not be, as I before stated, in the position

we now occupy. But God having designed

to accomplish his work in the interests of

the people of the world, in this day and

age, in the interest of the myriads who

have passed out of the world, in the in-

terest of the living and the dead, he has

commenced his work for the salvation,

for the redemption and for the exaltation

of the human family, and hence things

are as we see them among us today.

When we talk about the theo-

ries of men, they are matters of

very little importance; when we re-

flect upon their ideas or views, they

are really unimportant, but when we

talk about the law of God, the plates of

Jehovah and his designs pertaining to

the world in which we live and its in-

habitants, and to the inhabitants that

have lived, and to all humanity, then we

touch upon a subject that is grand, no-

ble and sublime; one that enters into the

recesses of the heart and that touches

every fiber, and that causes our hopes

and aspirations to reach within the veil,

where Christ our forerunner has gone,

and we feel convinced that there is an

eternal fitness in all the laws, in all the

truths, in all the ordinances, and in ev-

erything that God has revealed for the

salvation and exaltation of the human

family. We are here, and how did we

come here? What was it that brought us

here? Some hardly know; and then there

are a great many who do understand this

thing very well. We are here because

we listened to the eternal truths of the

gospel, and that gospel could not have

been known unless it had been revealed.

For no men nor any set of men, today, un-

derstand those principles which are cal-

culated to exalt men in the celestial king-

dom of God, nor could they comprehend

them unless God had revealed them.

And when we hear of the folly, the raving

and ranting of ignorant men who know

not God nor his laws, who would pre-

sume to dictate to Jehovah, who would

teach something that they know noth-

ing about; but being without revelation,

are fitly represented in the Scriptures as

"Knowing nothing but what they know

naturally, as brute beasts, made to be

taken and destroyed." For instance, we

have our cattle, our sheep and other an-

imals which we raise and provide food

for and feed and fatten them. What for?

For the knife. How could we do it if they

knew what we were doing it for? I do


