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not think they would get very fat. Still,
one of the old prophets, in speaking of
these men who are without revelation says,
“They know nothing: but what they know
naturally, as brute beasts.” We certainly do
not wish such men for our instructors.
Many men at the present day will tell
us that they will believe nothing but what
they can see with their eyes, handle with
their hands and comprehend with their
judgments. And what are they prepared
for? I might here ask, What does man in
reality know of God and of his laws, or of
the proper fitness of things? What does he
know about that vitality that he himself
is in possession of, or that which any oth-
er animal is in possession of? He knows
nothing pertaining to it, nor can he im-
part it. When we talk about the wisdom
of man, how far does it go? We learn a
few of the laws of nature. Who gave these
laws? Who originated or organized them?
Who placed these eternal laws in nature?
Who made the solar system, for instance,
to move with that accuracy and punctual-
ity according to exact rules and laws? Who
made any portion of that system, gave it
its original force or sustains it in its mo-
tion? Who planted in matter its exact and
various laws? Can any of the learned and
the wise of this day and age make any-
thing of that kind or anything approach-
ing to it? Who gives life and vitality to
man? Does man give it? We are told that
“There is a spirit in man: and the inspira-
tion of the Almighty giveth it understand-
ing,” but without that what are we, al-
though our organization may be complete
in all its parts, yet without the spirit the
body is lifeless, motionless and inanimate.
What are we? At best but little specks in
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motion moving about in the world, puffed
up, in many instances, with things we pro-
fess to know, when really we know noth-
ing only as God communicates it, and can
understand nothing only as he makes it
manifest. Can all the philosophers of to-
day make a grain of wheat and give vital-
ity to it, much less a world? Or can they
make a simple blade of grass? It is not a
big thing to ask a wise man to do, espe-
cially those who desire to ignore God in
his works, but can the wisest of our phi-
losophers do it? No, nor can they discover
the secrets of life, nor the impulses which
act upon all nature in all the varied opera-
tions. Who governs the planetary system?
The great God, the same who causes our
earth as well as other systems to revolve
upon their axes, and provides for them,
and has measured and given them their
times and seasons, and their laws. Who
is it that causes the blood to flow through
our veins? He that has given and does
give intelligence to man. Can anybody
point out any of those vital principles
and show that they originated indepen-
dently of God? No, they cannot. And so
it is through all creation, no matter what
you touch pertaining to nature. When
man discovers a law of nature either in
the mineral, the animal, the vegetable or
any other kingdom, he will find that it is
governed by strict eternal and unchange-
able and undeviating laws. And when
men discover that, what do they find
out? Something which God has placed
there, something that has always existed.
We talk sometimes about the great dis-
coveries we have made. We will refer to
gas, for instance; some of us can remem-
ber very well when there was no such
thing known among us as gas for light-
ing purposes. Who originated the ele-
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