THE ETERNITIES BEFORE THE SAINTS, ETC.

ments of which it is composed? The great
God; and that principle always existed.
We speak about electricity and the uses
to which it can be applied. Who origi-
nated that principle? "O, it was found
out a few years ago and we found it very
useful in communicating one with an-
other; through its use we can send a mes-
sage today from one part of the world
to another, and can be in communication
really with the world." Well, we think we
have done something very remarkable,
in discovering something of that kind,
and it really is a great discovery; but
then that principle always existed, ever
since the world was framed; the only
thing that we can boast of is that we have
discovered a certain principle which we
did not know of before; and there are ten
thousand other principles beyond, which
we have not yet discovered; but when we
do discover them we shall find them to
be the same eternal laws of God. I am re-
minded sometimes of a little infant. You
look at the body; it comes into the world;
it has its common faculties. By and by it
makes a discovery, it finds out that it has
a hand, and it looks at it as much as to
say, It is a very curious thing, and it is a
remarkable discovery that I have made.
Why, it always had a hand, but the baby
did not always know it.

It has been remarked here by Bro.
Penrose that all things are governed by
law. This is so whether in the mate-
rial world, or whether—I was going to
say—in the immaterial world, but we
do not know of such a thing; I will
say therefore, the spiritual world, if you
please. We are very singularly consti-
tuted, forming a combination of body
and spirit. We learn a little about the
bodies of men, but do we know about
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the spirits? We know from history of
some things which have taken place in
the past, but what do we know about
things pertaining to the future? Who can
comprehend God or his ways? One of
old in speaking upon this subject says,
"It is high as heaven; what canst thou
do? Deeper than hell; what canst thou
understand?" There are some prominent
features which God has revealed to us;
and there are ten thousands of princi-
ples which he has not revealed. Those
principles that he has revealed to us, like
everything else pertaining to the works
and the designs of God, bring a degree
of certainty, assurance, intelligence and
satisfaction that nothing earthly can im-
part. The Saints themselves, do not, in
many instances, understand the "whys"
and the "wherefores" pertaining to these
matters. We are taught to obey cer-
tain laws; we are taught to repent of
our sins, and to have hands laid upon
our heads for the reception of the Holy
Ghost. Here is a law that God has ap-
pointed, just the same as he has reg-
ulated these other systems of which I
speak, and with which we are more or
less familiar. We have electricity float-
ing around us in every direction. In or-
der to make it subserve our desires we
have to use it according to certain laws.
At present we have to string up wire
properly connecting it and use a bat-
tery and a machine made for the pur-
pose, in order to convey our thoughts to
others at a distance; and without first
paying due regard to these or other ap-
pliances that perhaps might be substi-
tuted, we could not communicate. When
you comply with the law governing this
matter, that is, when you erect the
poles, string the wire, make your battery
and have the machine and the circuit



