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ened by that Holy Spirit which is

promised to those who obey his law, you

left your homes, your friends, your asso-

ciations, and came here to mingle with

the Saints of the Most High, to unite

with them and to assist in carrying out

those purposes that God designs per-

taining to the human family. Now in

all this Joseph Smith and those asso-

ciated with him—Oliver Cowdery, Mar-

tin Harris, Hyrum Smith, Sidney Rig-

don and others—understood these prin-

ciples; they commenced this work not of

their own free will, and, yes, of their

own free will, too; but they did not orig-

inate them. God originated them and

they were instrumental in his hands in

introducing them. These men having

been ordained themselves, ordained oth-

ers who went forth to proclaim that word

of truth which they had received. And

why did you come here? Because you re-

ceived that testimony and believed it and

obeyed it and received the Holy Ghost,

and associated with those who believed

the same principles. There was some-

thing that propelled you forward, you

hardly knew why or how, but you were

desirous to come to Zion. Why? Be-

cause you are living in the dispensation

of the fulness of times, when God will

gather together all things in one, and

the keys of the gathering dispensation

had been introduced; and because you

had received of that spirit, and you never

felt easy until you got here. Well, how

was that? What operated upon you?

The Spirit of God. Was it a something

that was craving after wealth and po-

sition and power and aggrandizement,

to have a great and honorable name?

No, it was as you first were taught

and as you afterwards comprehended, it

was how to learn to save yourselves, to

save your progenitors, to save your pos-

terity; it was that you might obtain a

knowledge of the laws of life, fulfil the

measure of your creation, and that while

you felt as a man among men upon the

earth, youmight, by and by, through obe-

dience to pure principles, stand among

the Gods as a God, in the eternal worlds,

and be exalted through the power of the

Gospel. This is why you came here,

and are coming here, and being here,

we brought our bodies with us. We

have to eat and drink, we need cloth-

ing. The curse has not been removed

from the earth yet, therefore we have

"to eat our bread by the sweat of our

brow." We have to do in regard to these

matters as others do; and being here,

what then? Why a number of people

make what may be termed a community.

We are living on land, and that land,

in a territorial capacity is part and par-

cel of the United States, and as a terri-

tory of the United States, we necessar-

ily form an integral part of the United

States; being men, and having bodies

as other men, independent of our gen-

eral feelings, thoughts, actions and sen-

timents, we have to live and move, to eat,

to drink, to occupy farms, houses, cities,

and lands; and to perform all the var-

ied duties of citizens, associated with the

body politic. What next? We have our re-

ligious duties to perform, and that is to

fear God and to observe his laws.

What else? We build temples. What

for? To administer the ordinances of

God. What ordinances? Those that God

has revealed, and those that the world

know nothing about; and if they had

the temples already built for them to-

day they would not know any more what

to do with them than that pitcher does;


