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nor would we unless God had revealed it.
Now we are going on quietly to attend to
our duties, building our temples and ad-
ministering in them. Here is Brother John
L. Smith—how long Brother Smith have
you been administering in the Temple at
St. George? [Brother Smith: Four years,
sir.] And for whom? For himself? Yes, a
little, not much however, principally for
others. For the welfare of whom? The liv-
ing. Who else? Of the dead; that we may
fulfil certain duties that God has called
us to perform, to help in the accomplish-
ment of his designs and purposes. And that
as God has been pleased to restore to the
earth the keys which Elijah held, who con-
ferred his power upon others to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the hearts of the children to the fathers,
that the fathers who existed upon the earth
in generations gone past, and we who are
now in existence and our children that are
following after us, might be cemented and
united together by eternal bonds which
God has pointed out. That there might be
an alliance and cooperation between those
in the heavens and those on the earth; that
there might be a welding, uniting, cement-
ing principle; in which the priesthood in
the heavens and on the earth are united, to
carry out the great designs of our heavenly
Father in the salvation and redemption of
the living and the dead, and that we might
operate for them on the earth while they
are operating for us in the heavens. For it
is written, that “They without us cannot
be made perfect,” neither can we become
perfect without them. We, then, are op-
erating in our part and they in theirs; we
on the earth, they in the heavens; and with
God they are operating, and with Jesus
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Christ, who is the mediator of the new cov-
enant, and with the ancient prophets and
apostles of God, who lived before, who ad-
ministered in time and in eternity, holding
the everlasting priesthood, and who are all
interested in the welfare of the world and
the exaltation of man.

Well, now, what shall we do? Shall we
go on with it? We will try to, the Lord be-
ing our helper. Some people say we are
very wicked. Well, I do not think we are as
good as we ought to be by a long way, but
I do think we are very much better than
they are. This is my opinion, with all our
follies and all our weaknesses, and all our
infirmities. And—well, I would not like to
say what I know about them. God knows
it. We will let that go. The Lord will judge
men by their acts, and he will judge us and
all others by our acts.

Now, we have a territorial form of gov-
ernment. | will come to that again. What
shall we do? Observe the laws of men? [
think that is a very easy thing to do. There
is nothing very hard about that; if they will
not interfere with us in religious matters,
there is nothing very hard about keeping
the laws of the land. Will we pay taxes?
Yes. Will we be loyal to the government?
Yes. Will we sustain all good, honorable
men that are rulers? Yes, and pray God to
inspire them with wisdom, that they may
be led in the right path. Will we fight with
them and quarrel with them, and say hard
words about them and misrepresent them
as they do us? No, we will not. It would
try me very much sometimes to have to tell
the plain and unpalatable truth about
them, of things which, without falsehood,
I can say, | know for myself. Still, will they
try to interfere with us? Yes. Who? All
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