THE ETERNITIES BEFORE THE SAINTS, ETC.

kinds of foolish people, ignorant, narrow-
minded, degraded, wallowing in iniquity
and besmeared with corruption of every
kind; and yet they talk to us about our im-
purities. They have reason to talk a little,
but not much. We are not what we should
be by a long way; we ought to be a great
deal better than we are. I pray that God
may enable us to be so.

Well, we do not interfere with them.
Whose religion do we interfere with?
Nobody’s. I hope you do not, I know I
do not; if they are satisfied with it, I am
satisfied that they should have it. I be-
lieve in every man using the free exercise
of his judgment and conscience, leaving
the balance with God. I will tell people
the truth; if they obey it, all right, if not,
certainly I will not prosecute them or per-
secute them because of their views. But on
the contrary, if anybody were to interfere
in any way with the religious faith of any-
one, I care not how foolish it might be, I
would be among the first to stand forth in
the defense of him whose rights were as-
sailed; not because I believed in his reli-
gion at all; but because my sense of justice
and equal rights would impel me to this
action; for if I claim those rights myself I
ought to respect them in others, holding
as I do that it is the right of all men to be-
lieve in and worship as they please. And
while there are thousands of highminded
honorable men in this great nation who
believe in and sustain the principles of
freedom and equal rights, there are very
many foolish, inconsiderate men, who
would recklessly tear down the temple of
freedom erected by the fathers of this na-
tion, and ruthlessly proscribe, prosecute
and persecute all who cannot subscribe to
their narrow erratic, unsupported ideas.
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But will you not conform to their ideas?
No, I will not, the Lord being my helper,
and then the people will not God being
their helper. The Lord has revealed unto
us the truth, and we know it, and we will
stand by it and maintain it from this time
forth, God being our helper; and all who
believe in that say, aye [the congregation
said, aye]. That is the feeling of the Latter-
day Saints I know. But will we interfere
with anybody? No! No! We will not.
With their politics? Not much. For while
we are interested in the welfare of the na-
tion, we care very little about the present
political issues. We think that a great and
magnanimous nation, however, could well
afford to let us alone, and would feel like
endorsing General Grant’s axiom, “Let
us have peace.” But then if people will in-
terfere with us while we are pursuing the
even tenor of our way, we will defend and
protect ourselves from their assaults as best
we may, and then we will commit them to
God. We have not started this work, God
commenced it, not us, and we are simply
endeavoring to carry out his will and law.
Will we do it? With the Lord’s help we
will. Will we fight against authority? No.
Will we oppose the principles of this gov-
ernment? No. We will sustain them. But
if people will act foolishly, we cannot help
it. If this nation can stand the results of the
violation of constitutional principles, we
can. If they tear down the bulwarks of free-
dom and with impunity trample under-
foot the rights of men, we cannot help it.
If it is our turn, today, to suffer wrong, it
will be somebody else’s tomorrow, national
retrogressions are not often arrested. It
behooves statesmen to pause in their
career. The floodgates once opened, who
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