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Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

(It will be perceived that it is a long time
since this discourse was delivered, and at a
time when the Twelve Apostles were acting
as First Presidency of the Church.]

I arise this morning to make a few re-
marks to you as I may be led and dictated
by the Spirit of God. I am sorry that we
have not more time to spend with you, but
having a conference to attend at Manti,
Sanpete, on next Saturday and Sunday,
which is quite a long way from here, and
in the meantime having business to attend
to at home, we shall be obliged, in order to
make connections with the train at Logan,
to leave this place at the close of this meet-
ing. I should, and so would my brethren
with me, have been very much pleased to
have visited you at your several settlements,
but owing to these circumstances it will be
impracticable to do so.

There are a few items to which I
wish to call your attention. Yesterday we
heard a very interesting discourse from
Brother Snow in which he compared the
climate, etc., of your valley with that of
Southern Utah; and the remarks made
will doubtless have the effect to dispel
a good deal of the restlessness which
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I understand many have manifested be-
cause of the severity of your winters. And
I would further remark in relation to these
matters, that this is the Zion of our God;
that we are gathered here not for the pur-
pose of seeking to do our own wills or to
carry out our own designs, our own ideas
or theories; but to be subject to the law of
God, to the order of God and to the priest-
hood of God; and that our greatest safety
and happiness, under all circumstances, is
in rendering strict obedience to His law,
and to the counsels that may be given from
time to time through the Holy priesthood.
We are today a kingdom of priests hold-
ing to a very great extent the holy priest-
hood; and it is essential that we submit
ourselves to the laws of that priesthood
and be governed by them in all of our ac-
tions. The Seventies, for instance—that
is, those who understand themselves—ex-
pect to be on hand at anytime to go to
all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature. That would be no more
than their duty, which is in keeping with
the command of God to them. And as to
whether they live in hot or cold countries
is really a matter of very little importance
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