THE ORDER AND DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

to them, their calling being to preach
the Gospel to every creature the world
over. Then the High Priests have cer-
tain duties to perform, and if they are
in an organized condition, as the people
of this Stake are, for instance, their du-
ties are to prepare themselves for cer-
tain events that may transpire and to
be learning to preside. For the du-
ties of the Melchizedek or High Priest-
hood have been in all ages of the world
to preside. So says the Doctrine and
Covenants, extracts from which I may
read to you. But it is not because a man
is a High Priest that he should necessar-
ily preside until he is called to fulfil some
of the duties and responsibilities devolv-
ing upon that Priesthood. And it is the
duty of a President of the High Priests
to get the members of his quorum under
him together and to instruct them as to
the duties of the presidency, so that in
the event of any being called, say, to oc-
cupy the office of one of the Twelve Apos-
tles who are High Priests, they would
be prepared to enter upon such duty; or
that in case they should be called to pre-
side over a Stake, they would be pre-
pared to enter upon the duties of that
office; or if they should be called to be
Counselors to the President of the Stake,
they could act wisely and efficiently in
that position; or if they should be called
upon to be High Councilors, they would
know how to act righteously and equi-
tably in all cases, that they might be
called upon to adjudicate. And then if
they should be called to be Bishops or
Bishop's Counselors, as the case may be,
they should be prepared to occupy these
or any other offices that they might be
called to officiate in. High Priests have
those duties devolving upon them just as
much as it devolves upon the Seventies
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to go to the nations to preach, and there
is no such thing in the program as sit-
ting and "singing ourselves away to ev-
erlasting bliss.” Or, if we are called to fill
an office we should not feel at liberty to
neglect its responsibilities and sit down
and do nothing. The idea is that we are
to magnify our office and calling, no mat-
ter what its duties may be.

Then, there are certain duties devolv-
ing upon the Bishops, and also upon the
Presidents of Stakes. And, then, the
Twelve, wherever they may be located,
have also their particular duties, and es-
pecially is this the case in the present
organization of the Church; the Twelve
occupying the position of the First Pres-
idency. I wish, for your information, to
offer some few ideas on some of these
leading points that you may understand
something of the nature of the duties and
responsibilities that devolve upon us to
attend to.

It is not correct, to suppose that the
whole duty of carrying this kingdom de-
volves upon the Twelve or the First Pres-
idency, as the case may be, or upon
the Presidents of the Stakes, or upon
the High Priests, or upon the Seven-
ties, or upon the Bishops, or upon any
other officer in the Church and Kingdom
of God; that to the contrary, all of us
have our several duties to perform. And
I may go farther in regard to the du-
ties of men, and also in regard to those
of women, all have their duties to per-
form before God. The organization of
this Church and Kingdom is for the ex-
press purpose of putting every man in
his place, and it is then expected that ev-
ery man in that place will magnify his
office and calling. For through the or-
dinances of the Gospel and the opera-
tions of the priesthood the blessings of



