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agents to assist him in his administrations,
the one presiding as Bishop over the af-
fairs of the Church in the west, the other
presiding over the affairs of the Church in
the east. But neither of them was presid-
ing Bishop of the Church at that time. But
you will find that afterwards George Miller
was appointed to the same Bishopric that
Edward Partridge held; and that Vinson
Knight was appointed to the Presidency
over the Bishopric, with Samuel H. Smith
and Shadrach Roundy as his counselors.

I speak of these things to throw out
some general ideas; and you will have to
examine the Doctrine and Covenants for
yourselves, and this will give to you the
key how to arrive at the truth in relation to
these principles.

Now, these general Bishops had to be
appointed by the First Presidency; they had
to be tried by the First Presidency as well
as the Presiding Bishop, because they were
general Bishops, and were appointed by the
First Presidency. But Stake Bishops stand
in another capacity. They have a presi-
dency over them, and although it is proper
for them (the Stake Presidency) to consult
with the First Presidency of the Church,
yet they preside over them, as well as over
the affairs of their Stake. There is one thing
associated with this matter that I will men-
tion here, which is this. While you have a
High Council in your Stake, and a presi-
dency of your Stake, you also have Brother
Charles C. Rich residing here, who is one
of the First Council of the Church. And
if I were a President of this Stake I should
always confer with him about any matters
of importance pertaining to the interests
of the Church in the Stake over which I
presided. Because the Twelve 7zow hold the
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right of Presidency; and as he is one of the
Twelve, it would be proper, and, indeed, I
should consider it quite a privilege, if I was
a president here, to apply to him for coun-
cil in all matters pertaining to the interests
of the Stake.

Now, I speak of this for your informa-
tion, and by so doing you will avoid a great
deal of trouble that you might otherwise
fall into. Because Brother Rich is not only
an Apostle, but you, in connection with
the other Stakes, have voted for him as
one of the First Presidency, and therefore
he would be the proper person to counsel
in any matters of that kind. And, then, if
there should be anything not exactly clear
to him, it would be his privilege to apply
to his quorum to obtain their mind in re-
gard to it; and when this course is adopt-
ed everything moves on harmoniously.
Now, for instance, here is Brother Erastus
Snow, he and Brother Brigham Young,
under the counsel and direction of the
First Presidency, will shortly take a mission
into the southern portions of the Church,
in Colorado and Arizona, and, perhaps,
in New Mexico, to look after the interests
of the community there. Over the settle-
ments throughout those regions of country
there are Presidents, and these Presidents
preside over Stakes where Stakes are orga-
nized. Brother Snow informs me there
are two Stakes. He and Brother Brigham
go clothed upon with the authority of the
First Presidency to regulate, to set in order,
and counsel in all matters pertaining to
the interests of that people. Wherever
they may go, no matter who presides, we
should expect them to regard their counsel,
and to be governed by them in all of their
acts. Because the Twelve cannot go every-
where as a body, and the interests of the
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