THE ORDER AND DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

Church are being extended, and we are
growing larger all the time; and Zion will
continue to grow until the kingdoms of
this world will become the kingdoms of
our God and his Christ, and that as a
matter of course means that if this is
the kingdom of God and the Priesthood
is the representation of that kingdom,
the proper authorities of the holy Priest-
hood, wherever they go to represent the
Priesthood, must be respected in their
position; and as these brethren repre-
sent the First Presidency where they are
going, they must be respected and their
counsels adhered to as such.

Now if that would be proper for
Brother Snow and Brother Brigham, it
would also be proper for Brother Rich,
for they all hold the same authority; and
we expect them to represent to us things
as they are, that we may be enabled
to counsel and direct—and they always
do counsel with us, and are glad to get
our counsel. On the other hand, for
instance, I am President of the Twelve
Apostles, and by that means President
of the Church at present. Well, say that
Brother Rich or any member of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve comes along, hav-
ing something to offer or lay before the
Council, T would say, such a man is an
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I
have a right to listen to his counsel or
to whatever he has got to say, and at
the same time pay due deference to it.
For I am glad to have the counsel of my
brethren, and they are always pleased to
receive mine. That is the kind of feeling
existing among us, and this same feel-
ing should exist everywhere throughout
the whole Church. It is not for a mem-
ber of the High Council to say, "I am one
of the prominent men, and I am going
to show you how things are done here;
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and furthermore, I have my own ideas
about things, and am going to try to
carry them out." It will not do for a pres-
ident to say that; but it would be more
in accordance with our calling for us to
say, "O God, thou art our Father, and we
are thy children. We are engaged in thy
service; wilt thou, O Lord, show unto us
thy will, that we may do it?" Not our own
will; we do not want to do our will nor
carry out our purposes, nor do anything
for our personal aggrandizement, nor for
that of our friends or anybody else; but
to do that which is right and just and
equitable before God and the holy an-
gels and all honorable men. And then
when we have done that, we do not ask
any odds of the turbulent or dissatisfied,
who are crying, good Lord and good devil,
not knowing whose hands they may fall
into. We do not care about their ideas;
but we do care about having the smiles
and approbation of our Heavenly Father
and of all good men, so that when we get
through and are called upon for an ac-
count of our stewardship, we may say,
O God, we have done, so far as thou
hast given us ability, the work thou hast
placed in our hands. And then every
member of the priesthood ought to feel
just the same; not like some of our un-
ruly horses when they get the bits in
their mouths and run off, because they
make a good deal of trouble for them-
selves and other people too. We should
ever seek to operate together and be one
according to the laws of the Holy Priest-
hood.

I now want to show something
about this Priesthood, and will again
read: "As a high priest of the
Melchizedek Priesthood has authority
to officiate in all the lesser offices he
may officiate in the office of bishop
where no literal descendant of Aaron



