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seriously about it, and thought it a very

insignificant affair. Because we ought

to soar above such things, and walk on

a higher plane, for we are the children

of God and should be willing to suffer

wrong rather than do wrong; to yield a

good deal to our brethren for the sake of

peace and quietness, and to secure and

promote good feelings among the Saints.

At that time I did not have the experi-

ence I now have, and yet I do not know

that I could do anything better than I did

then. Before going to the trial I bowed

before the Lord, and sought wisdom from

him to conduct the affair aright, for I had

the welfare of the people at heart. When

we had assembled, I opened the meeting

with prayer, and then called upon a num-

ber of those present to pray; they did so,

and the Spirit of God rested upon us. I

could perceive that a good feeling existed

in the hearts of those who had come to

present their grievances, and I told them

to bring forward their case. But they

said they had not anything to bring for-

ward. The feelings and spirit they had

been in possession of had left them, the

Spirit of God had obliterated these feel-

ings out of their hearts, and they knew it

was right for them to forgive one another.

You Priests, Teachers and Deacons,

seek unto the Lord, and he will bless

you. And you, my brethren, when

the Teachers visit you, do not think

that you are High Priests and that

they are only Teachers hardly worthy of

your attention. They are your Teach-

ers, and you should reverence them.

And if you expect to be honored in

your calling, you must honor them in

theirs. When the Teachers come to visit

me I am pleased to see them; and I

call together the members of my fam-

ily that may be in the house at the

time, to hear what they have to say to

us. And I tell them to talk freely and

plainly to us, to myself, my wives and

children; in other words, to do their duty

as Teachers, and then I will help them

to carry out their instructions. This is

how I feel towards our Teachers. The eye

cannot say to the ear, we have no need of

thee; neither the head to the feet, I have

no need of thee, for if one of the mem-

bers suffer all the other members suffer

with it; and if one member rejoice, all the

other members partake of the same feel-

ing. Consequently I feel in duty bound to

attend to these things.

We have here our Relief Societies,

and they have done a good work. And

people are desirous to know something

of these organizations. I was in Nau-

voo at the time the Relief Society was

organized by the Prophet Joseph Smith,

and I was present on the occasion. At a

late meeting of the Society held in Salt

Lake City I was present, and I read from

a record called the Book of the Law of

the Lord, the minutes of that meeting.

At that meeting the Prophet called Sis-

ter Emma to be an elect lady. That

means that she was called to a certain

work; and that was in fulfillment of a cer-

tain revelation concerning her. She was

elected to preside over the Relief Soci-

ety, and she was ordained to expound the

Scriptures. In compliance with Brother

Joseph's request I set her apart, and also

ordained Sister Whitney, wife of Bishop

Newel K. Whitney, and Sister Cleveland,

wife of Judge Cleveland, to be her coun-

selors. Some of the sisters have thought

that these sisters mentioned were, in

this ordination, ordained to the priest-

hood. And for the information of all

interested in this subject I will say, it

is not the calling of these sisters to


