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hold the Priesthood, only in connection

with their husbands, they being one

with their husbands. Sister Emma was

elected to expound the Scriptures, and

to preside over the Relief Society; then

Sisters Whitney and Cleveland were or-

dained to the same office, and I think Sis-

ter Eliza R. Snow to be secretary. A short

time ago I attended a meeting in Salt

Lake City, where Sister Snow and Sis-

ter Whitney were set apart. I happened

to be the only member of the Twelve in

town at the time, the other members of

the Quorum being unavoidably absent. I

went to this meeting and set apart Sister

Whitney and Sister Snow who were two

of those I set apart some forty years ago,

in Nauvoo. And after I had done so, they

reminded me of the coincidence. At this

meeting, however, Sister Snow was set

apart to preside over the Relief Societies

in the land of Zion, and Sister Whitney

her counselor, with Sister Zina D. Young,

her other counselor. I speak of this for

the information of the Sisters, although I

presume theymay have read of it in their

paper, the Exponent.

With regard to those Societies, I will

say, they have done a good work and

are a great assistance to our Bishops,

as well as being peculiarly adapted to

console, bless, and encourage those of

their sisters who need their care, and

also to visit the sick, as well as to counsel

and instruct the younger women in the

things pertaining to their calling as chil-

dren and Saints of the Most High. I am

happy to say that we have a great many

honorable and noble women engaged in

these labors of love, and the Lord blesses

them in their labors, and I bless them

in the name of the Lord. And I say to

our sisters, continue to be diligent and

faithful in seeking the well-being and

happiness of your sex, instruct and train

your own daughters in the fear of God,

and teach your sisters to do likewise,

that we may be the blessed of the Lord

and our offspring with us.

Our young people's Improvement As-

sociations are very creditable institu-

tions, and the fruits of the labors of those

engaged in this work are already mani-

festing themselves. I feel in my heart to

say, God bless the young men and young

women of Israel; let it be the desire of

your hearts to imitate the virtues of your

parents and of all good men and women,

keeping your bodies and spirits pure be-

fore God and man.

Then, we have our Sunday Schools;

and many of our brethren and sisters

in this direction are doing a good work.

I would advise the superintendents of

Sunday Schools to endeavor to collect the

best talent they can to teach and instruct

our children. What greater or more hon-

orable work can we be engaged in than

in teaching the children the principles of

salvation? You that are diligent and that

give your hearts to these things God will

bless, and the day will come when the

youth of Israel will rise up and call you

blessed.

Then with regard to our common

schools, let us try to instruct our youth as

best we can, and get the best of teachers,

men and women of intelligence and edu-

cation who are not only moral, but good

Latter-day Saints; men and women who

are not only capable of imparting to our

children the rudiments of education, but

who are also capable of teaching them

the laws of God as he has revealed them

for our guidance. And when you get good

teachers you should appreciate them,

and you should cooperate with them


