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notwithstanding his birthright, had he

not loved righteousness and hated iniq-

uity, and exercised his rights and his do-

minion in connection with the powers of

heaven and the principles of righteous-

ness, he would not have been chosen nor

have received this anointing with the

oil of gladness above his fellows. But

because he did exercise it rightly and

pleased his Father, he was chosen, as

was his right to have been, or, I will

say, his privilege rather, because he hon-

ored his birthright, and, therefore, he

was anointed above his fellows, and be-

came the Chief Apostle, the High Priest

of our profession, the Son, the mediator

between us and the Father.

The same principle fell upon Adam's

children; and hence Cain, being the first-

born of his father's family, according to

the Bible account, might have been the

head of this Priesthood, under his fa-

ther, holding the right by birth; but in-

stead of exercising his birthright on the

principles of righteousness, and in ac-

cord with the powers of heaven, he was

befogged and understood not his true po-

sition; and his offering was not accepted.

But Abel, his younger brother, who was

meek and lowly of heart, and who sought

the inspiration of the Spirit, was led to

bring as his offering the firstlings of his

flock, which were a true representation

of the Lamb of God; and besides, the

offering was made in the true spirit of

his ministry and priesthood, therefore

it pleased the Father, and he accepted

it. Then when Cain found that his of-

fering was not accepted, and his brother,

Abel's was accepted, Satan tempted him,

and entered into him and led him into

the way of all apostates—he became pos-

sessed with the spirit of murder. I men-

tion it as the first apostasy of which

we have record after the fall of man,

through it Cain lost his privilege as first-

born, and the blessing fell on one more

worthy, and the rights of the priesthood

passed to the next son of Adam, which

according to Bible record was Seth, who

magnified the Priesthood, honored his

birthright, and held the blessing of the

Priesthood, which was sealed upon him

by his father; and from him it descended

upon the righteous of his posterity.

There are many instances, from

that time forward, of which the scrip-

tures speak of this birthright continu-

ing among the descendants of Seth, un-

til it came to Noah and his sons, of

which sons Shem received the bless-

ings pertaining to the priesthood. Abra-

ham came through Shem, and the Savior

came through this lineage; and through

this blessing of Noah upon Shem, the

Priesthood continued through his seed;

while the offspring of Ham inherited a

curse, and it was because, as a revela-

tion teaches, some of the blood of Cain

became mingled with that of Ham's fam-

ily, and hence they inherited that curse.

Now we will pass by the places in the

Bible which speak of this birthright un-

til we come to Isaac, the son of Abra-

ham, and to Jacob, the son of Isaac,

who bought the birthright of his brother

Esau. From the story that is told of Re-

bekah helping her son Jacob to get the

first blessing from his father Isaac, on

purpose to secure the birthright from his

brother Esau, really would be inclined

to think that deceit, dishonesty and un-

righteous means were employed to se-

cure it, and they perhaps wonder why

it should be so. This was really not the

case; it is only made to appear so in

the eyes of those who do not understand

the dealings of God with man, and the


