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OPPOSITION TO THE WORK OF GOD, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,
SALT LAKE CITY, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, OCT. 7, 1879
Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

[Owing to press of important business
the publication of this discourse has been
delayed. Its contents will be found as valu-
able today as when it was delivered.—Ed
D.E.N.]

I will state to the Conference that we
have no financial account to present, be-
cause we do not get our returns from the
various Stakes until the close of each year;
in consequence of this we find it imprac-
ticable to present a satisfactory account to
the General Conference oftener than once
a year.

The Lord has given us a certain work
to accomplish; and the feelings or ideas of
men in the world in relation to this work
have but little to do with us. We are gath-
ered here for the express purpose of build-
ing up the Church and Kingdom of God
upon the earth. We are endeavoring to do
this—that is, a great many of the people
are, to the very best of their ability; and
we consider ourselves responsible to God
for the action we take and for the course
we pursue in relation to the fulfillment
of His purposes. We think that in build-
ing Temples, sending the Gospel to the
nations of the earth and prosecuting our
other labors that we are carrying out the
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word and will, and the commands of God.
Yet it not infrequently happens, that when
we are doing our very best to promote cor-
rect principles among ourselves, as well as
to spread them abroad, even to all nations,
that we meet with determined and unre-
lenting opposition. This we cannot help.
We do not seek it, but we do not fear it.
There has existed a principle of an-
tagonism ever since the dawn of creation,
namely, the powers of God have been op-
posed by the powers of the Evil One. Satan
and wicked men have operated to subvert
the plans and designs of Jehovah. And if we
have a little of such opposition to contend
with in our day, there is nothing new in it.
The martyr Stephen when arraigned before
“the council” to answer to a charge of blas-
phemy, said, “Which of the prophets have
not your fathers persecuted? and they have
slain them which shewed before of the
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have
been now the betrayers and murderers.”
We have always expected that there would
be a spirit of antagonism to the Church
and Kingdom of God, and our Elders have
been telling us, more or less, during the
last fifty years, that this feeling still existed
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