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and, indeed, every now and then, we have
occasion to believe them; or, to use an old
saying, “The devil is not dead yet;” and he
uses his influence now, as in former days,
to oppose the principles that God has
revealed.

We are gathered here from many
nations in order that God may plant
among us the principles and laws of eter-
nal lives; that we may operate in the
Priesthood with the holy men who held it
in former ages, and with God the Father,
and with Jesus the Mediator, and with the
holy angels in the interests of mankind,
not only in things pertaining to ourselves
individually, but in those that concern
the whole world; not only to the people
that now live, but also to those who have
lived; for the plans of God reach back into
eternity and forward into eternity, and we
are being taught and instructed through
the holy Melchizedek Priesthood, which
holds now, as in past ages, the keys of
the mysteries of the revelations of God.
It is our privilege to operate through this
order, with men who have held the same
keys and possessed the same powers and
have had the same communication with
God, and who have looked forward to the
time, with joyful anticipation, that we now
live in, namely, to the dispensation of the
fulness of times. For this purpose we are
gathered together, for this purpose we are
building Temples according to the order
and revelations of God—for until He re-
vealed these things to us we knew nothing
about them. And the world of mankind
today know nothing about Temples and
their uses. If we were to build Temples
for them according to the order of God,
they would not know how to adminis-
ter in them; neither could we know had
the Lord not revealed to us how to do it,
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which he did through the Prophet Joseph.
We are acting upon this revealed knowl-
edge today, seeking to carry out the will,
the designs and the purposes of God, in
the interest of common humanity, not for
a few people only, not for the people of the
United States only, nor for those of two
or three nations, but for the people of the
whole world. And the hearts of the people
are being drawn after these principles; or,
in other words, the hearts of the children
are being turned towards the fathers, as
well as the hearts of the fathers towards the
children.

The spirit that is being manifested in
the various Stakes of Zion is very creditable
in this respect to the Latter-day Saints. And
we purpose, God being our helper, and
the devil not hindering us, to go on with
our work, to build our Temples and to ad-
minister in them and to act as the friends
of God upon the earth. And if we are not
His friends, He has none, for there is no
people anywhere, except the Latter-day
Saints, who will listen to His laws—and as
they say sometimes, “it’s a tight squeeze”
for us to do it. The question is, “Shall we
falter in our calculations?” I think not; but
I think we will say, as the ancient servant
of God said to a man who was seeking to
hinder the progress of the building of a
Temple to the Lord of Hosts: “I am doing
a great work, hinder me not.” We are do-
ing a great work, and we would say to our
outside friends and to people generally who
are not conversant with our affairs, will you
be so kind as to let us alone and hinder us
not; so that we may go on with our labor of
love in the common interests of humanity
and in our efforts to promote the welfare of
the world at large.

5/19/20 6:57 PM



