
Joseph, how many Seventies are there en-
rolled? [Brother Young replied that there 
were 5,320]. I am told that there are 5,320 
Seventies; we expect to call upon a great 
many of these men to go abroad and pro-
claim the fulness of the Gospel. We re-
ceived a small order lately—you know, we 
talk business sometimes—for forty mis-
sionaries to go and labor in one place; they 
did not send the money to pay their fares; 
but then, we have the missionaries, and we 
will trust in God for our pay and we shall 
get it if we are found doing His will and 
carrying out His purposes.

Again, another duty we have to do is to 
preserve the order of God among ourselves. 
And here is a great responsibility resting 
upon the Presidents of Stakes and their 
Counselors, and upon the Bishops and 
their Counselors, and upon all men hold-
ing authority in the Church and Kingdom 
of God, and upon the Twelve specially, to 
see that the order of God is carried out, 
and that iniquity does not exist among the 
Saints of the Most High God.

We talk sometimes about the outside 
world, and we sometimes indulge in casting 
reflections upon them—and there is plenty 
of room for it, no doubt; but then, what of 
ourselves? What do we do? Do not our own 
members keep some of the very saloons  
we talk about? And do not we engage in  
this business because we are afraid some-
body else will? Why, that is the argument

of the thief. He says, “If I do not steal, 
somebody else will.” But, besides, say these 
brethren, “We want to get a living.” But 
before I would live in that way, I would 
die and make an end of it; I would not 
be mixed up with such concerns nor have 
any hand in them, but pursue another and 
more honorable course to get a living than 
in seeking to put the cup to the mouth of 
the drunkard and in leading our youth and 
others who may be inclined that way, in 
the path that leads to death. What else do 
we do? Why some of us Elders, and some 
of us High Priests and Seventies, frequent 
these places and get drunk and disgrace 
ourselves and our families, and the people 
with whom we are associated. And what 
else do we do? We are commanded to re-
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy; 
and yet we find that our trains leave this 
city every Sabbath, until the weather 
gets too cold to bathe, carrying many of 
our people, who indulge in all kinds of 
amusements and thus violate the Sabbath, 
which we are commanded to keep holy, 
which many respectable Gentiles would 
never think of doing. And yet you are 
Latter-day Saints, are you? You are a good 
people, and you will talk about the gift of 
the Holy Ghost and the Spirit of God be-
ing in you, while you are violating some 
of the plainest everyday principles of the  
Gospel of Christ.
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