ON THE BOOK OF MORMON, ETC.

they could not accomplish it. Why? Be-
cause there is not enough unity amongst
them; the Holy Ghost has not been given
to them in its fulness, as given to the an-
cient Saints; hence they could not gather
the people together. But the Lord has
done it through this people. And what
will he yet do? Permit me to prophesy,
not in my own name nor by my own wis-
dom, but on the strength of that which
God has revealed to this Church since
the year 1830, and that also which is
given in the Book of Mormon—I proph-
esy that this is only just the beginning,
as it were of the great work of the gath-
ering of the Latter-day Saints.

[T would say that some of our friends
that have called in this afternoon are
obliged, in consequence of the cars leav-
ing, to retire. May the Lord bless them,
pour out his Spirit upon them, may he
manifest the truth unto them that they
may be blessed in common with all those
who keep the commandments of God.]

The Lord our God has therefore ful-
filled that which he spoke; and as I
said this work, instead of being nearly
accomplished, nearly fulfilled, and all
things brought about according to the
purposes of the Almighty, only the foun-
dation, as it were, is now laid, and in-
stead of being gathered in a little com-
pany of 150,000, by and by we shall
be gathered in hundreds of thousands
and even millions. Now, do you be-
lieve it? I not only believe it but know
it will come to pass just as much as a
great many other things which have al-
ready been fulfilled since the promises
were uttered and published in this book.
I knew they would come to pass, for
God has revealed these things to me,
and given me a knowledge of them, and

1357

I also know concerning the future of this
people, as also do a great many of our
brethren that have received testimonies
concerning these matters. Is God lim-
ited to this little narrow spot, called the
great basin of North America? Why, no.
It is only for the present, for the time
being that we dwell here. Where will
we dwell in the future? What is our
future destiny? It is not on the Sand-
wich islands, it is not in New Zealand,
it is not in Australia, it is not in any
of the islands of the sea, but I will tell
you the future destiny of this people in a
very few words. Not many years hence—
I do not say the number of years—you
will look forth to the western counties of
the State of Missouri, and to the east-
ern counties of the State of Kansas, and
in all that region round about you will
see a thickly populated country, inhab-
ited by a peaceful people, having their
orchards, their fruit trees, their fields of
grain, their beautiful houses and shade
trees, their cities and towns and vil-
lages. And you may ask—Who are all
these people? And the answer will be—
Latter-day Saints! Where have they
come from? They have come from the na-
tions of the earth! They have come from
the mountains of Utah, from Arizona,
from Idaho, and from the mountainous
territories of the North American Con-
tinent, they have come down here, and
are quietly cultivating the lands of these
States! Now, this will all come to pass,
just as sure to come to pass as there
is a God that reigns in yonder heavens,
and not many years hence either. Thus
you see that for some time to come, our
future destiny is not to build up this
kingdom upon any of the islands of the
sea, but to be located where God has de-
creed, by his own power that his people



