2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

idents of Stakes and their Counselors, upon
the Bishops and their Counselors, and
upon the Priests, Teachers and Deacons,
to magnify their offices, and not to be par-
takers of other men’s sins. For as sure as |
live and as God lives, if you do God will
require it at your hands. And therefore, I
call upon Presidents and men in author-
ity, where men do not magnify their call-
ing to remove them from their positions of
responsibly and replace them by men who
will; and let us have correct principles and
the order of God carried out in Zion.
Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers
and Evangelists were placed in the Church
of old for what? “For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ.” It is so today.
My brethren who have spoken have told
you plainly of many evils that exist in our
midst; but we can scarcely perceive them,
many of us. Sometimes it is very difficult
to discern between a Saint and a sinner, be-
tween one who professes to fear God and
one who does not. It is for us to straighten
out these matters; and you men in author-
ity will be held responsible, and the Twelve
will be held responsible, and I hold you
responsible, and God will hold you re-
sponsible for your acts. The great difficulty
with us is that we are too fond of catering
to the world, and too much of the world
has crept into our hearts. The spirit of
covetousness and greed, and—what shall
I say?>—dishonesty has spread itself like a
plague throughout the length and breadth

of the whole world in every direction, and
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we have drunk more or less into that spirit.
Like a plague it has pervaded all grades of
society; and instead of being governed by
those high, noble, and honorable principles
that dwell in the bosom of God, we are
after the filthy lucre which is spoken of as
being the root of all evil; and instead of set-
ting our affections upon God, we set our
affections upon the world, its follies and
vanities. Come ye out from the midst of
her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the
Lord; and honor your Priesthood and call-
ing, and show and prove to the world, to
angels and to God that you are on the side
of truth and right, of honesty, purity and
integrity, and that you are for God and His
Kingdom, let other people do as they will.
We sometimes talk of the affairs that
are taking place around us. There is now
a little commotion that interested parties
are getting up about the “Mormons” for
the purpose of forwarding their politi-
cal operations. Bless your soul, we knew
about that long, long ago, and also knew
what it would be for. It is about the same
with these parties as it was with the editor I
have read of; the printer asked for “copy,”
it was handed him, but it was not enough,
he wanted more. The editor told him that
he had not time to prepare any more then,
but to pitch into the “Mormons.” That
was a kind of standing matter they kept on
hand. The move that is being made now
is simply a political scheme, out of which
to make political capital. It was started by
interested demagogues for that purpose,
in order that they might have the honor
of putting down “Mormonism,” and
sailing into power on the current of in-
censed public opinion. Now they can have
all the honor they can get on that score;
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