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same thing not only in our midst but

elsewhere, seeking to promote the bene-

fit of men, to introduce correct principles

and to expose error, and to lead men to

the truth and to gather them to Zion, I

feel to say, God bless you in all your op-

erations, andmay the Spirit and blessing

and power of God be with you; and all Is-

rael ought to sustain such men who are

engaged in such beneficial labors. Then

when I see our Sunday Schools in oper-

ation, with our young men and women,

and in many instances the aged men and

aged women taking an interest in our

youth and trying to train up the rising

generations in the paths of life, I say

to all such, God bless you and may His

peace and blessing be upon all who are

interested in the welfare of Israel. And

again when I see our young men and

young women associating themselves to-

gether for mutual instruction and edifi-

cation, learning to comprehend correct

principles and educating themselves to

become efficient laborers in the work,

the great, the important, the eternal

work of God which He has commit-

ted to us—when I see our young men

and women engaged in that way, I say

to such, God bless you, and may the

peace and the blessing of God be with

you. And when I see our juveniles who

are organized as Primary Associations,

brought together and taught to sing the

praises of God, and to comprehend the

principles of the Gospel—and in many

instances their parents scarcely sense

the responsibility God placed upon them

when He placed these precious jewels

in their care, making them the fathers

and mothers of lives—when I see our

brethren and sisters engaged teaching

these children to lisp the praises of God,

and to honor and obey their parents and

to do that which is right, I say God bless

them. And when I see our Bishops en-

gaged in doing the will of God, and ex-

erting themselves to promote the wel-

fare of His people over whom they pre-

side, and seeking counsel from God and

other sources, and doing all they can

to build up Zion unselfishly, with pure

hearts and clean hands, I say, God bless

you and may the spirit and power of your

office rest upon you, that you may mag-

nify it and honor your God. And when I

see the Seventies and Elders go among

the nations of the earth, as many have

done before, trying to benefit mankind,

trying to snatch them from the fearful

calamity that is near at hand, but peo-

ple do not know it, when I see men go-

ing forth to accomplish the purposes of

God and gather out His elect, I say to

such, God bless you; and I feel desirous

and hopeful that these men may be able

to present the eternal truths of heaven

in such a way that the honest in heart

may see and admire them, and partici-

pate in the blessings resulting from obe-

dience thereto.

We are here, then, to build up Zion.

We have a temple going up here, and

we have others in course of erection in

other places. Now, while we have no

disrespect for the world, no disrespect

for the nations in which we live, or for

the authorities thereof, if they act wisely,

well; if they do not act wisely it is not

so well. No matter about that; we can

trust them in the hands of God. We

are the friends of all men, and are the

friends of this nation; we are the friends

and supporters of the Constitution of

this nation, we are the friends of right,

of freedom and of good administration

and good men everywhere, and that on

the principle of which I spoke a while


