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themselves familiar with the evidences in
favor of its authenticity. In the majority of
instances these have never as much as seen
a Book of Mormon. Now, it appears to
me that this is not a proper position to be
taken in regard to any subject by an intel-
ligent person. If a matter is worthy of con-
sideration at all it should be intelligently
investigated. This is the only method by
which we can arrive at correct conclu-
sions in reference to religion or any other
subject.

We claim this book is a record or his-
tory of the ancient inhabitants of America,
the remnants of whom are now scattered
on various portions of this continent.
Numbers of them surround us in these
valleys, and are known as the aborigi-
nes of America. It is unnecessary for me
to more than allude to the fact that there
did exist, in the ages of the past, peoples
on this land who had arrived at an ad-
vanced stage of civilization, and who cul-
tivated the arts and sciences. The ruins of
vast cities, among which are the remains
of great structures, giving ample evidence
of this fact. This testimony is presented
before the world and is being constantly
produced for the consideration of the
reading public. Then there was a people
anciently upon this continent who were
in a condition of advancement; this is
universally acknowledged, I believe, by
those who have considered this question.
When Jesus came to offer himself up as
an atonement to satisfy the law that had
been broken by mankind, and to organize
his Church in the land of Palestine, he did
so organize what he called his Church.
It was composed, so far as its officers are
concerned, of men who were inspired of
God, and who were directly authorized
and commissioned by Him to act in His
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name and to administer the principles
of life and salvation wherever they went.
What was the nature of their commission?
He said to His ancient Apostles whom He
commissioned: “Go ye into the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” The Apostles, according to the
power that was given to them, and accord-
ing to the nature of the commission with
which they were thus entrusted, went into
various parts of the world and made this
proclamation, calling upon all men ev-
erywhere to repent of their sins, to obey
the everlasting Gospel that they might be
saved in the Kingdom of God, to come
into the true fold of Christ. Nobly did they
perform the great work that was entrusted
to them. But, so far as we are aware, they
did not extend their labors to this part of
the world; for the peoples who dwelt on
the eastern hemisphere were ignorant of
the existence of this continent. Yet the
Lord Jesus Christ said to His Apostles:
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Now, seeing there was a people here on
this continent, surely they were entitled to
the benefits of the Gospel of the Redeemer
as well as those who lived on other parts of
the earth. We find that so far as the Book
of Mormon is concerned, an explana-
tion is given in regard to how the people
who lived on this portion of our globe
were visited and administered to in the
things of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, even
as those ministrations were manifested
in other parts of the world.

Sometimes we allude to the Scrip-
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