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body religious, as not of that kind of mate-
rial to be used in the building up of the
glorious kingdom of our Heavenly Father.

I pray that we may be continu-
ally awake to the signs of the times in
which we live; that we may see the

importance of everyone attending to his
and her duties, according to the sphere in
which each moves; and that we may be on
the alert, avoiding everything that is evil,
is my desire, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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I have been asked by President Taylor to
address the congregation this morning on a
particular subject, in which we are all inter-
ested, namely, the divine authority of the
Priesthood, divine callings, ordinances, etc.

We have in this Church several thou-
sand male members who hold authority
and power which they say is from heav-
en. If it be from heaven, as we testify, and
have testified ever since the rise of the
Church, then the Lord our God has man-
ifested His power, and in His mercy has
once more bestowed authority upon the
children of men to administer His holy
ordinances, and to occupy the positions
to which we have severally been called.
On the other hand, if the views of the
world are correct—they do not consider
us to have any authority—we are then on
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the same ground and platform with the rest
of the religious world, there is no authority
upon the earth. One or the other is true.
There never was a principle more clearly
proven than that the inhabitants of the
earth are destitute of all divine author-
ity, among all religious denominations,
whether Pagan, Mahometan or so-called
Christian; the authority cannot be found
throughout all the various denominations
that have existed through the long period
of time called the dark ages, until the Lord,
in His mercy, has organized His Church
again on the earth and bestowed that au-
thority, and if He has not done it, as the
world say He has not, there are no persons
upon this whole earth that have any au-
thority from the heavens; and therefore we
are just as well off as the balance of them.
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