
coming of the Son of God to reign in 
righteousness upon the earth; he could 
see the face of God the Father and live. 
But after having received this heavenly vi-
sion, after having brought forth the Book 
of Mormon, and translated it (the Lord 
having prepared a way by which the book 
could be printed), and having received 
the command of the Almighty to orga-
nize the Church, and having received the 
Priesthood reconfirmed upon him by Peter, 
James, and John, and prior to that having 
received the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, 
on the 15th day of May, 1829—having  
all these preparations here in the flesh as 
well as having been preordained to this 
mission, he was prepared to begin the 
work that should be everlasting, or in other 
words, the establishment of the kingdom of 
God that should never again be taken away 
from the earth.

The Apostleship being conferred—the 
Aaronic Priesthood having been previ-
ously conferred—all the powers of the 
Priesthood rested upon this man, and he 
had the right to the authority to adminis-
ter, not only in the introductory principles 
of the Gospel of the Son of God, by which 
people might be born into the kingdom, 
but also had the authority and the power 
from the heavens to administer in all the 
sacred ordinances of this kingdom, at least 
so far as the building up of the Church was 
concerned, and of officiating in the various 
offices of the Priesthood. After having con-
ferred this authority and power, the Lord 
was prepared to give little by little, one por-
tion or degree of Priesthood after another, 
until by and by, in accordance with the 
revelation given in June, 1829, He called 
twelve men to be Apostles, some three  
or four years after the revelation was

given, when it was predicted that such 
should be the case. What did we know 
about the callings and duties of this council 
of the Twelve? Nothing, only as God re-
vealed it through His servant Joseph.

After this Apostleship was given, some 
were faithful therein, others were not; some 
lost the authority of the Priesthood, others 
retained it, and the blessings of God were 
upon those that were faithful in their call-
ing, while the curse of an offended God 
followed those who abused this sacred 
trust, and their Priesthood was taken from 
them and conferred upon others that were 
worthy of it. The Lord also, about the same 
time that He called the Twelve Apostles, 
was prepared to call Seventies to minister 
under the direction of the Twelve; and 
many were ordained to this Apostleship, 
and they were men who had proven them-
selves faithful before the Lord: and others 
were perhaps ordained who had not been 
fully proven, and therefore the opportunity 
was afforded them, acting upon the agency 
they had in common with all men, of prov-
ing themselves before God. Some of them 
were faithful, others were unfaithful; those 
that were unfaithful apostatized eventu-
ally and left the Church, while those that 
were faithful continued in their office and 
calling until many of them passed down to 
the tomb; and having magnified the good 
office and calling that had been conferred 
upon them, they will claim, in the eternal 
worlds the blessings appertaining to their 
several offices.

And what did we know about these  
Seventies and their particular calling?  
Were there specified duties assigned to that 
body of men anciently, whose call by the 
Savior is recorded in the New Testament?
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