
aware, any traveling or general Bishop 
like Bishop Ed. Partridge, and like Bishop 
Newel K. Whitney, who afterwards did 
become a Presiding Bishop. A traveling 
Bishop in his jurisdiction would not be 
limited to a Ward; it would be his duty if 
so called and appointed to travel through 
the various Stakes of Zion to exhort the 
people to do their duty, to look after 
the temporal interests of the Church, to 
humble the rich and the proud and lift up 
the low and the meek of the earth.

There is another class of Bishops. 
We find in every Stake of Zion what is 
termed a Bishop’s Agent. Does he hold 
the Bishopric? He should have that office 
conferred upon him. Why? Because it is 
his duty to administer in temporal things. 
Does his jurisdiction extend beyond that 
of a Ward Bishop? It does. Why? By ap-
pointment, by selection, by being sent by 
the Presidency of the High Priesthood 
after the order of Melchizedek to admin-
ister in the special duties of his office in 
any or in all the Stakes of Zion, as the case 
may be according to the nature of his ap-
pointment, and by the authority of the 
Presiding Bishop. There are a great many 
things to be taken into consideration 
when we strive to understand the Book 
of Covenants according to the revelations 
that are therein given. Because God con-
fined His servants to certain duties in the 
early rise of this Church, that is no proof 
or evidence that He will always work in 
the same channel. He will enlarge the bor-
ders of this kingdom; He will stretch forth 
the curtains of Zion; He will lengthen 
her cords and strengthen her Stakes and  
will multiply them not only throughout 
this mountain Territory, but throughout 
the United States, this land of Joseph:

and they will be called the Stakes of the 
great City of Zion.

Let me here take the liberty to say to 
this congregation that the City of Zion 
when it is built in Jackson County, will not 
be called a Stake. We can find no mention 
in all the revelations that God has given, 
that the City of Zion is to be the Center 
Stake of Zion; the Lord never called it a 
Stake in any revelation that has been given. 
It is to be the headquarters, it is to be the 
place where the Son of Man will come and 
dwell, where He will have a Temple, in 
which Temple there will be a throne pre-
pared where Jesus will dwell in the midst of 
His people; it will be the great central city, 
and the outward branches will be called 
Stakes wherever they shall be organized as 
such.

We cannot suppose, as I was saying, 
that when the Lord shall thus enlarge 
the borders of Zion and multiply her 
Stakes, that He will be obliged to confine 
Himself to those circumstances and that 
condition of things that existed when we 
were a little handful of people. We are 
swelling out, we are becoming numerous 
upon the face of the land; and the day 
will come when Isaiah’s prophecy, as con-
tained in the 60th chapter, will be literally 
fulfilled, that is, a little one shall not only 
become a thousand, but the small one a 
strong nation. Are we then to be governed 
in all respects by those limited things that 
we were governed by in our childhood? 
Will there be no change of circumstances? 
Yes, as there is in the growth of grain, we 
have first the blade, then the ear, then the 
full corn in the ear, but these will all be in 
accordance with the development made 
by the progress of the kingdom as is ex-
plained in the blade, the ear and the full
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