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THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS—THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN OUR DAY—NECESSITY OF
OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH, DELIVERED AT LOGAN, FEB. 6, 1881
Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

I desire an interest in the faith and
prayers of my brethren and sisters who are
present, that I may be able to speak under
the influence of the good spirit, such things
as will be encouraging to the faith of the
Saints.

I rejoice always in the truth of the Gospel
with which I have become acquainted; and
although there may be many things with
which I am unacquainted, yet that portion
of the plan of salvation which I do under-
stand is sufficient to convince me beyond
the possibility of a doubt, that we are en-
gaged in the great latter-day work of God
Almighty, which is for the salvation of the
human family, the establishment of the
kingdom upon the earth preparatory to the
coming of the Son of God in power and
great glory, to take possession of the king-
dom and of the world; to take the reins of
government in His own hands, to judge and
rule with righteousness, and with equity re-
prove for the meek of the earth, to the hon-
or and glory of God, to the salvation and
deliverance of His people, the downfall of
Babylon, the destruction of the wicked and
the overthrow of all man-made systems and
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organizations that are in conflict with the
requirements of heaven and the laws of
God. There is, to my mind, nothing lack-
ing in proof or evidence of these facts,
which have plainly been set forth in the
Bible, in the Book of Mormon, and also in
the revelations through the Prophet Joseph
Smith; which last named are recorded in
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. [ am
perfectly satisfied, as much so as I am that
I breathe the breath of life, that these truths
pertaining to the last dispensation and the
great latter-day work have been revealed to
us from God, and that we are in possession
of truth, eternal truth that can never be up-
rooted or destroyed. It is true that we are but
a handful of people in comparison to the
vast multitude that are in the world, indeed
we are few in comparison to the population
of our own nation; for while we, as a com-
munity, number a few thousands, the nation
numbers nearly half as many millions; and
our nation is only a small portion of the hu-
man family. But yet it is not presumptuous,
nor is it unreasonable or inconsistent, not-
withstanding the paucity of our numbers,
our supposed lack of intelligence pertain-
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