
ing to scientific matters, and our poverty as 
compared with the wealth of the world, for 
us to claim that we have received revelation 
from God, that the Almighty has spoken 
to the children of men with His own voice 
and by the voice of angels and ministering 
spirits, or personages whom He has sent 
to reveal His will to man. For it is in this 
way that God has ever revealed Himself to 
the nations of the earth. He calls a Prophet 
now and a Prophet hereafter, and He re-
veals himself to His servants the Prophets, 
and He makes known His will unto them, 
and it becomes their duty to proclaim the 
law and the will of the Almighty to the 
inhabitants of the earth, and to call others 
to the ministry, sending them forth that 
they may proclaim the Gospel to their 
neighbors and associates; and so the work 
of God has to work its way, spread and 
increase among the children of men, like 
the leaven, referred to by the Savior, that 
is placed in the measure of meal that works 
until the whole lump is leavened. So God 
has done in all ages of the world when He 
has undertaken to renew His covenant 
with the people; He has called certain men 
(who doubtless had been foreordained to 
come forth in certain ages to do a certain 
work) through whom He has made known 
to the nations and peoples of the earth 
His mind and will. When Jesus came to 
the earth He scarcely found faith among 
mankind; only John the Baptist holding a 
commission from God to minister in the 
first ordinances of the Gospel; John hav- 
ing been called and appointed of God and 
ordained by a holy angel to that ministry 
and Priesthood. A few that had listened 
to his testimony and teachings, and had  
been baptized by his baptism, with him,

constituted all who were acknowledged 
of God upon the earth at the time of the 
coming of the Savior. And Jesus called 
unto Him twelve disciples, ordained 
them, commissioned them and sent them 
forth to preach the Gospel; but they so-
journed with him for three years during 
his own ministry to receive instruction, 
to be taught of Him, to learn the ways of 
the Lord from the Great Head, that they 
might be qualified to go forth at the ex-
piration of that time being witnesses of 
God, witnesses of the divine mission of 
their Lord and Master, and prepared to 
proclaim the Gospel to the inhabitants of 
the earth. After Jesus was crucified of man, 
he went in the spirit to the spirits that 
were in prison, who had been disobedient 
“when the long-suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah,” that by his coming 
the Gospel might be taught unto them, 
their prison doors be opened, and liberty 
be proclaimed unto them, even the lib-
erty of the Gospel, that they might live, 
through obedience to its requirements, 
according to God in the Spirit; and when 
the ordinances of the Gospel necessary 
for the redemption of the dead had been 
performed for and in their behalf upon 
the earth, that they might be judged ac-
cording to man in the flesh. When Jesus 
had done this He again took up the body 
of flesh and bones which had been hung 
upon the cross, and pierced unto death 
and laid away in the tomb; that body 
which had passed through the portal 
of death and the ordeal of the grave, he  
again brought forth from death unto life. 
Thus he conquered death and gained 
the victory over the grave and brought 
about the resurrection from the dead 
through the power of the Gospel and the 
holy Priesthood. Shortly after He visited
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