
dom to man that has ever been known to 
exist among men, outside of those gov-
erned by the direct communication of 
heaven. It was part of the design of the 
Almighty when He influenced our fa-
thers to leave the old world and come to 
this continent; He had a hand in the es-
tablishment of this government; He in-
spired the framers of the Constitution 
and the fathers of this nation to contend 
for their liberties; and He did this upon 
natural principles, that the way might be 
prepared, and that it might be possible 
for Him to establish His kingdom upon 
the earth, no more to be thrown down. 
And when the way was prepared and the 
time fully come for the restoration of the 
Gospel, God revealed Himself to Joseph 
Smith, giving to him certain promises con-
cerning the coming forth of the Gospel 
and the establishment of His kingdom in 
the last days. And subsequently God sent 
messengers to him and ordained him to 
the Priesthood, or conferred on him the 
rights, powers, keys and authority of the 
holy Priesthood, to act as His representa-
tive in establishing the Gospel of the king-
dom once more among men, and for the 
last time, also to restore the Priesthood to 
earth, that man might again officiate in the 
name and authority of God, for the salva-
tion of the living and the dead. He had to 
call one man to this office, who afterwards, 
as Jesus did, called and set apart twelve 
others, together with Seventies, High 
Priests, Elders, Bishops, Priests, Teachers 
and Deacons, for the work of the ministry, 
and for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
that all may come to the unity of the faith 
and the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
the fulness of the measure of the stature 
of Christ Jesus; that we might come to a

oneness in the knowledge of the truth, 
that the world might be leavened with the 
leaven of truth, that all mankind might 
have the privilege of hearing the Gospel 
and of being gathered into the fold and 
family of Christ.

In the space of about fifty years, I sup-
pose, we have gathered from first to last 
into the fold of this Church, some three 
or four hundred thousand people. It may 
seem to some that this would indicate that 
we had made very slow progress in half 
a century; having succeeded in gather-
ing into this Church only between three 
and four hundred thousand people; and 
that today we do not number more than 
150,000 to 200,000 members all told, in 
good standing; that is, taking all that can 
be called Saints in America, in Europe, 
in Australia, and upon the islands of the 
sea; wherever this Gospel is preached, 
or people acknowledge membership in 
this Church, all told, perhaps, we do not 
number more than 200,000 members 
in good standing. It may seem that we 
are making haste slowly; that we are not 
progressing very rapidly. It might seem 
to some of us that we ought to have ac-
complished a great deal more in the fifty 
years past since the organization of this 
Church. I confess that I believe with all 
my heart, that as a people we might have 
made far greater progress in the accom-
plishment of the purposes and will of God 
than we have, if we had only done as we 
should. In my humble opinion, and I ex-
press it as my firm conviction and belief, 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints might have numbered today many 
times more than it does, if those who 
have embraced the Gospel had remained 
true and all had been as faithful as they 
should have been. The progress of the
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