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I will refer you to the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants, to that simple prin-

ciple called the Word of Wisdom. How

many of this congregation have kept this

law? And how many do keep it to-

day? It would perhaps not astonish you

very much were I to say that there were

members of the Church of forty years

standing and upwards, who take their

tea, coffee, tobacco, etc., just as though

God had not some forty-eight years ago,

revealed the Word of Wisdom. I can

point out men and women that have

been in this Church some twenty-five or

thirty years, that are no nearer keep-

ing the commandments of God, in this

respect, than they were twenty-five or

thirty years ago, and some of them not

so near. If I were pressed on this point

I could call the names of some individ-

uals in proof of what I say. We have

not lived up to the privileges nor kept

the laws of God as given unto us. What

is the result? Is it not that when we

preach these principles we preach them

in word only and not in the demonstra-

tion of the power of God? Certainly not

in the demonstration and power of ex-

ample, but with the words of our lips

which proceed not from the heart. And

that is not all. In the Book of Mormon it

is recorded that Christ commanded the

people to call upon God in His name,

morning and evening with their fami-

lies. Similar instruction is given in the

Doctrine and Covenants, and the same

principle is inculcated in the Bible. God

has said that He will be sought after by

His people; and Jesus said that we must

knock in order that the door might be

opened unto us; and that we should seek

in order to find, and ask in order to re-

ceive. And, yet, how many heads of fami-

lies in the Church fail to meet with their

families to call upon God in family

prayer? How many Saints neglect this

duty? It is a duty, it is the word of

the Lord to the Saints, that they should

meet with their families morning and

evening, and call upon God in His name.

This principle is part of the Gospel, it

was taught by the Savior on the east-

ern, and also on the western, continent:

and, simple as it may appear, it is ab-

solutely necessary that the Latter-day

Saints should come together in the fam-

ily capacity, and kneeling around the

family altar, call upon God for His bless-

ings morning and evening. And they

need not confine themselves to morning

and evening prayer, for it is their priv-

ilege to enter into their closets and call

upon Him in secret, that He might re-

ward them openly.

Again, it is written that God is an-

gry with those who will not acknowl-

edge His hand in all things. How many

of the Latter-day Saints whom God has

blessed with the riches of this world,

with houses, lands, flocks, herds, gold

and silver, have forgotten to acknowl-

edge His hand in the bestowal of the

wealth they possess, and have been

blinded by the gifts conferred upon them,

and in that blindness have forgotten the

Giver? Having an abundance, the rich

are too apt to feel that they do not have

to kneel down and ask God to give them

houses and daily bread, for they have

palaces and wealth. They say, we have

these things; we have no need to ask

for them, nor to thank God for them,

for they are ours; we have gained them

by our own industry and ability. Thus

God is left out of the question. But

God has said, "I love them that love me,

and those that seek me early shall find

me;" therefore He will be inquired of by

His people, and He requires that they


