THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS, ETC.

burned as stubble; that the day that is
coming shall burn them up; that nei-
ther root nor branch of them shall be
left, but they shall become as ashes be-
neath the feet of the righteous. But
"Blessed are the meek: for they shall in-
herit the earth." Then as meekness is
one of the requisite qualities of a Latter-
day Saint, a Christian, a member of the
Church of God upon the earth, except
we are meek and lowly, we shall not re-
ceive the promised blessing. "Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled."
"Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy." Shall they that are not
merciful obtain mercy? No. Why? Be-
cause it is said elsewhere that the mea-
sure which we meet out shall be mea-
sured back to us again. And when it is
measured back unto us it will be shaken
down and pressed together, heaped up
and running over. If we act, for in-
stance, in regard to the law of tithing
as I have mentioned, we shall be judged
accordingly, and receive according to our
works. If we forgive them that trespass
against us, it shall be measured back
unto us in mercy, etc. "Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see God."
Shall the corrupt see Him? No. Shall
they be counted worthy to stand in His
presence, and be called "blessed?" Cer-
tainly not. "Blessed are the peacemak-
ers: for they shall be called the chil-
dren of God. Blessed are they which
are persecuted for righteousness sake:
for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are ye when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets
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which were before you. Ye are the salt
of the earth: but if the salt have lost his
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It
is thenceforth good for nothing but to be
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of
men. Ye are the light of the world." Who?
The peacemakers, the pure in heart, the
meek, those that hunger and thirst af-
ter righteousness, the good, the honor-
able, the Godlike. "Ye are the salt of the
earth, but if the salt have lost his sa-
vor wherewith shall it be salted? It is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of
men." "A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle
and put it under a bushel, but on a can-
dlestick; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven."

That I understand to be the duty
of a Latter-day Saint, "Let your light
shine" that men shall see your good
works. And if God has given a command-
ment, prove to the world that you be-
lieve it, by keeping it so that men, see-
ing your good works, may glorify your
Father in heaven. If God has said that
tobacco and strong drinks are not good
for us, let us hearken to this warning
and not defile our tabernacles by in-
dulging in things that are injurious to
our systems; and thus respect the word
of God ourselves, and show a good ex-
ample to others. When we can show to
the world that we are saved from the
sins of the world, they will see our good
works and be constrained to glorify our
Father in heaven. But when strangers
come among us and witness drunken-
ness, hear profanity, see that some of
us are dishonest and cheat each other,



