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THE ORIGINATORS OF REPORTS AGAINST THE SAINTS—
FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE IN THE EAST, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 27, 1880
Reported by John Irvine

If T were to consult my natural feelings
today, it would afford me much greater
pleasure to sit still and listen and look at
the faces of this congregation than attempt
to speak. But this, doubtless, would be a
disappointment to very many, and might
not be understood. Therefore, I arise this
afternoon to make a few remarks—such
as may suggest themselves to me—to my
brethren and sisters who are present. I
shall not attempt to describe to you the
emotions, the feelings which I have in be-
ing once more reunited with you, for you
have heard them expressed by others so fre-
quently, and also by myself, and many of
you have experienced them yourselves, that
I am relieved from the necessity of restat-
ing them in your hearing. I may say, how-
ever, that I am exceedingly thankful for
the opportunity of returning once more to
our home and finding circumstances and
surroundings so favorable to the people of
these valleys as they are at the present time,
and also that I can, to a certain extent, re-
turn as the bearer of good tidings; that I
can speak favorably concerning our present
and our future prospects; that is, so far as
my information extends.

JOD Vol 22-LIVE.indd 53

When I left here last November, it
seemed to me that the elements were
charged with threatenings to us as a people
and to our liberties. I have had some expe-
rience, of several years’ duration, in public
affairs; that is, political affairs, and have had
occasion to notice the signs of the times;
but I can say now that at no time did af-
fairs appear more threatening to us than
they did when I went to Washington the
latter end of last November, or beginning of
December. You probably can recollect the
circumstances which existed at that time.

The greatest enemies we have had to
contend with for many years have been
those who should, from their intimacy
with us, from their knowledge of our
labors, from their familiarity with our
proceedings, have been our friends—
those who reside in our midst. It has been
the case for several years that all the excite-
ment, all the ill-feeling, all the manifesta-
tions of hatred which have come to the
surface or been exhibited outside of the
Territory of Utah concerning the people
called Latter-day Saints, or “Mormons,”
have had their origin in this Territory,
and have been stirred up by those
who reside here. There has not been in
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