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Congress, there has not been through-

out the country on the part of the public

press, or on the part of public men gen-

erally, much of a disposition to take or to

adopt harsh measures against the peo-

ple of these mountains. But there have

been those residing in this Territory who

have seemed to be uneasy lest we should

be treated too kindly, or be viewed too

favorably by those who are outside of

the Territory, and there has been ap-

parently a great dread on the part of a

few individuals, lest there should be a

disposition manifested by Congress and

by those in authority to recognize us

as fellow citizens, and to extend to us

those rights and privileges to which we

are entitled—I mean our rights to be-

come a State, to be admitted into the

Union, to receive recognition, the recog-

nition of our numbers, of the good gov-

ernment of this Territory that has been

maintained for thirty-three years; of the

peace which has prevailed and the de-

velopments which have been made, all

of which have entitled us to recogni-

tion and to admission into the Union

as one of the States, and because this

fear has seemed to exist in the minds

of some individuals, they have done all

in their power to misrepresent the peo-

ple of this Territory, that is, the major-

ity of the people, circulating all man-

ner of falsehoods, representing the peo-

ple as disloyal, as not being fit to be en-

trusted with the full powers of citizen-

ship; they have endeavored to create the

impression throughout the Union that if

the Territory of Utah should be admit-

ted as a State, it would be impossible

for any person but a "Mormon" to live

within its confines; that property would

be unsafe, that life would be in jeop-

ardy; that there would be an unbear-

able condition of affairs here; the "Mor-

mon" Priesthood, as they say, would have

such extraordinary power, and wield it

so despotically and so much in the in-

terest of their own people and to build

up their hierarchy, that it would be im-

possible for any person of independent

views, who did not act with them, to re-

side in this Territory in peace. These

views have been so industriously circu-

lated that a great many people have al-

most thought that this would be the case.

However, I may say in relation to this

that these statements do not receive the

credence they once did. It is not a new

thing for these misrepresentations to be

circulated; they have been harped upon

for many years. There is one thing, how-

ever, that has helped to show their fal-

sity, and that is this great railroad that

has been constructed across the conti-

nent, which has facilitated intercourse

with the world, which has enabled hun-

dreds and thousands of the people of

the East and West to visit our Terri-

tory and see for themselves. This has

been one of the best means of educat-

ing the public mind correctly in relation

to Utah and its people that I know of;

it has done more to dissipate this cloud

of misrepresentation that has overshad-

owed us for so long a period than any-

thing else I know of. It is more diffi-

cult at the present time, in consequence

of this, that is, this speedy means of in-

tercourse, to circulate those falsehoods

and have them receive credence than in

past years. I am thankful that this is the

case, I have done all in my power to urge

public men to visit Utah. I have said

to them, Come; Come to Utah, come to

Salt Lake. If you are going to Califor-

nia, don't miss visiting Salt Lake City. I

have known that the effects of such visits

have been beneficial to the parties who

make them, as they tend to enlighten


