
erable creatures here raising the story that 
there must be some corrupt motive in this 
association? And they have endeavored in 
this way to deter public men from doing 
their duty when they have come here. I re-
member one friend who came here, and in 
riding around he was seen in the presence 
of President Young. He came here as one 
of a committee going further West, and he 
was opposed in the public press here, till 
he became so indignant that he got cop-
ies of all the papers and mailed them to 
President Grant, to show him the assaults 
made upon public men, when they come 
to Utah, by a certain class who are here.

We have these things to contend with; 
we shall probably have them to contend 
with. We have lived through them so far, 
and we shall continue to prosper and live 
through them in the future. I have no 
doubt about that. I merely refer to these 
things to show the character of the oppo-
sition that is manifested towards us, and 
towards those who are friendly to us. But, 
as I have said, there is a better understand-
ing gaining ground everywhere respecting 
this people called Latter-day Saints, and 
I expect it will continue to be the case, 
until we are known and understood in 
our true light; and it is a remarkable 
fact that those who have fought against 
us, and sought in the manner to which 
I have made allusion to heap all kinds of 
obloquy upon us, have not succeeded at 
that business, they have not succeeded, 
it has not paid them. They may have 
thought while doing this that it would 
injure us; but it has not injured us, it has 
advertised us, it has made us more widely 
known. There are public men whom I 
have met in my life who would rather have  
evil spoken about them than not be no-

ticed at all. They would rather have newspa-
pers attack them and tell that which is not 
true concerning them than to maintain si-
lence about them and their movements. In 
this way we have certainly had the benefit 
of advertising now for a great many years, 
and people have known us either for good 
or for evil in a great many quarters of the 
earth where, if it had not been for this pub-
licity, we might not have been known. It 
has been of great advantage to our mission-
aries in foreign lands. For instance, I have 
been very much pleased to hear by letter 
and otherwise through our missionaries in 
Europe, concerning the effect of Secretary 
Evarts’ circular which he sent abroad 
respecting emigration to Utah Territory. I 
do not suppose that he would have given 
that circular the publicity he did, or even 
written it at all, if he had been conscious at 
the time that it would have been so good 
an advertising power for the “Mormon” 
missionaries as it has proved. I am told 
that a great many journalists and public 
men of various kinds have had their atten-
tion drawn to us and to our doctrines, and 
to this organization in these mountains, in 
consequence of that circular, who probably 
would not otherwise have known anything 
about us. So that, as we have been taught, 
all things work together for good to all the 
people who serve the Lord. Everything is 
overruled for good. We have been told this 
afternoon, by Elder Cummings, respecting 
the wonderful organization that sprang up 
immediately upon the death of the Prophet, 
in New England. It had only been a very 
short time before this that the doctrine 
we believe in—the vicarious submission 
of the people to the ordinances of life and 
salvation had been taught.

Well, in all these things we behold
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