
the hand of God, and in witnessing 
His hand acknowledge it. It is the great 
strength—as I have, I think, told you very 
frequently—of the Latter-day Saints. We 
believe in God. We believe in Him as He 
is. We believe that He is a Being who hears 
and answers prayer, and who protects and 
blesses those who put their trust in Him. 
If I did not have that faith, you would not 
find me go to Washington as your repre-
sentative. I would not go there for all that 
could be piled up as an inducement. But I 
go there, not strong in my own strength, 
but strong in the strength of that God 
whom we worship, and whom we know 
controls all the affairs and all the destinies 
of the children of men to suit His own 
purpose and to bring to pass His own de-
signs. I know further, that the prayers of 
this people here, and of the thousands 
of others who live throughout all these 
mountains, which ascend every night 
and morning unto the God of Sabbaoth, 
from the humble habitations and from 
the humble hearts of the people, are heard 
of God, and are answered, according to 
the faith and good desires of the people 
who offer them. What else is there that 
could have sustained or preserved us, or 
could have delivered us as we have been 
so wonderfully delivered up to the pres-
ent period? Is there any other power that 
could have done it? I am satisfied that 
there is no power beneath the heavens—
no power of man, no combination of 
men, no wisdom or shrewdness or cun-
ning of men, could have effected such 
great deliverances as have been wrought 
out for this people called Latter-day 
Saints; nothing of this kind could have 
been brought to pass but by the power 
of God. He who created the heavens and 
the earth, and who placed man upon the

earth, and who sent His son Jesus in 
the meridian of time to die for man, the 
Redeemer and the Savior of man—no 
power but His could have brought about 
that which we witness and preserved to us 
that liberty which we now enjoy and for 
which as a people we should feel so thank-
ful. Take the entire history of this people 
from the inception of the Church, its first 
organization, until today; you trace it from 
its beginning at Fayette, Seneca County, 
in the State of New York, and through its 
travels, through the journeyings, the mob-
bings, drivings, and persecutions to which 
the people have been subjected: you trace it 
through until this day of grace, June 27th, 
1880, the anniversary of the death of the 
Prophet Joseph, and his brother Hyrum, 
and if a man can do so and not acknowl-
edge that there is a God in heaven that 
overrules the affairs of the children of men, 
then he is in a worse condition than I can 
conceive it possible for a thinking man, 
who has ever had any of the light of truth 
in his heart to be in.

Let others then do as they please 
concerning these matters. Let others 
say that there is no God, that the uni-
verse is governed by unalterable laws, 
that there are no special interpositions 
of Providence among the children of 
men, that God governs the universe, 
governs the earth and the inhabitants 
of the earth by great unalterable laws, 
that there is no variation in these laws, 
that God does not operate to deliver 
men except they do it by their own wis-
dom and by their own management, that 
every man reaps the fruit of that which 
he does, and that his fate is unalterably  
fixed, and a great many have that idea—
let others, I say, think as they please con-
cerning these matters; but let us, as a peo-
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