
66 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

trait that may be found in any chapter

of our history wherein we have sought

to wage war against man or woman be-

cause they did not believe as we did;

to coerce them to the acceptance of our

faith; to drag them into prison or drive

them with the sword because we could

not make disciples of them. No, my

friends, such a disposition even is con-

trary to the genius of our faith. We

have invited respectfully, the most com-

petent expounders of the doctrines of the

various sects when they have chanted

to come among us, to enunciate their

views from our pulpits and in our lecture

rooms, to our own congregations. We

have never closed our door against them,

although we have been so very exclu-

sive; although we are so peculiar a peo-

ple, and so arbitrary in our priestly rule

as charged by our liberal accusers. But

when our missionary Elders have gone

forth to the world, it has been a very rare

thing, indeed, to meet with such a favor;

and when such an opportunity has been

proffered, we have known how to prize it.

Whenministers have opened the doors of

their meetinghouses or churches, offer-

ing us the use of the same to preach to

their assemblies, we have acknowledged

most respectfully the receipt of such fa-

vors. Who do you think is the more char-

itable? Where are we to draw the line of

demarcation between the charity of the

"Mormons" and that of other dissenting

Christian churches, and their feelings

and sentiments towards us? It would not

be a difficult thing to draw this line; but

I forbear this afternoon.

I will simply say, it affords me

pleasure to realize that God has thus

far presided over our destinies; that

we have been held, as it were, in

the hollow of His hand. We have

been a handful of people with the prej-

udices of an unbelieving generation run-

ning high tide against us. We have been

looked upon as unworthy a passing no-

tice. But a change has come over the vi-

sion of their minds. Now everybody is

giving us notice. God has permitted us

to gather strength, and that, too, in the

face of the bitterest persecution and the

fiercest opposition which we have had to

contend with, and that which God has

designed to develop and establish in the

earth will triumph all the more by being

thus opposed. The more the effects of re-

sistance are brought to bear against it,

like the shaking of the forest tree, very

frequently promotes its growth: it dis-

turbs its roots; it loosens the soil around

it and it commences to put forth fresh

energy, increasing in strength and size;

and like the mustard tree, the more it is

kicked the farther the seed is scattered.

Now this is the view I take of the re-

sults of opposition which we have had;

and we have excellent precedents for be-

lieving this, not only in the day and

age in which we live, but all past his-

tory contributes to the support of this

belief and its supply of material is am-

ple for the argument. Now, this is

not only the case with reference to the

truth itself, but it is a principle inher-

ent in nature, that sometimes a bad

cause is also fostered by the opposition

it meets with. So that those of our

friends whether here or elsewhere who

suppose that opposing the truth will pro-

duce an arrest of its growth, and ex-

tinguish the life it contains, the vital-

ity embodied in it, are simply poor read-

ers of human history, are simply igno-

rant of the facts of history, and are igno-

rant of the various phases of human na-

ture, as that human nature has been de-


