THE PECULIARITIES OF THE PEOPLE OF UTAH, ETC.

veloped in the varied schemes that have
sprung into life during the centuries past
and gone. But when we take these in-
destructible principles that outlive the
ages; when we take a truth that is uni-
versally so, one that is a truism in its na-
ture, and when we take our association
of those truths together and constitute
a system, and then undertake to wage
war against that system, my friends, it
is a very costly experiment; it is a los-
ing game. For "truth though trampled to
the earth will rise again." You cannot de-
stroy that which cannot die. You cannot
put life out of that which is life itself. You
cannot extinguish the power that is lim-
itless in its resources. You cannot do it.
Now, I do not purpose occupying your
time but a few moments longer. 1
have directed your thoughts over quite
a breadth of ground in quite a rambling
manner. I have not felt disposed to take
a subject and direct your thoughts spe-
cially to it; for I am aware when sub-
jects are spoken of, and questions are
sprung, the mind involuntarily follows
out and conducts itself through a series
of reasons and deductions until it ar-
rives at legitimate conclusions, satisfy-
ing itself or otherwise as the case may
be; but I have brought up a number of
questions showing the general character
of the work in which we are engaged. I
am convinced that God has directed our
destiny, and that His hand is still over
us for good; and that we are the happy
recipients of many proofs of His divine
favor. He has withheld from us the chas-
tening rod of our enemies; He has dis-
pelled the clouds which have gathered
around us in sable thickness, and has
shed forth the light of heaven upon us,
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which has caused our hearts to rejoice
in the God of our salvation. We have
received the doctrines of Jesus Christ:
faith in Him; repentance of sins, and
baptism for the remission of sins; and
we have essayed and covenanted to live
a new life in Christ Jesus; to seek to do
good to all men, and evil to none; and
like Daniel of old, to be faithful to the
statutes and to the decrees and behests
of Jehovah, the decrees of man against
us notwithstanding; we having come to
the conclusion in our own minds that
God and a few good men form an over-
whelming majority. And we shall see
and yet learn that truth will triumph
and prevail. But it may be—and we
have promises moreover to that effect—
that clouds of darkness will gather; that
threatening storms will rise; that the
impending dangers will be so imminent
as to cause the countenance of some to
pale and their knees to tremble and their
faith to falter. But, then, the darkest
hour is before the dawn of day. So shall
we find that God, when He shall have
been fully convinced of our integrity, hav-
ing proven us as gold is purified through
fire, will abide by the results of obedience
to His covenants; that we shall come off
more than conquerors through Him who
loves us, even Jesus Christ our Savior.

May His Spirit and His grace sus-
tain us in the discharge of every duty, in
the developing of every divine institution
and in maintaining every correct prin-
ciple, and in promoting peace and righ-
teousness upon the earth, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Re-
deemer. Amen.



